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Be but the ſhadow of Heaven, and things therein 
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HE following Eſſay is extracted 
from a French book, entitled, « Effai 
« ſur. la Felicite de la vie? a yenir, par 
ce * L: de Villette. # 3 he Tranſlator 
bas ſelected thoſe parts alone which 
ſeemed moſt calculated to awaken ſuch 


F 


1 ideas of the life to come, as it appears 


to have been the Author 8 principal 
am: to produce; and has ventured to 
make ſome alterations and addi tions. 
To familiari: ze the joys of heaven 
to our imagination, without degrading 
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them by too cloſe a compariſon with | 
5 „„ our 
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in ſuch a point of view, as to warm 
1 the heart without dazzling the under- 
2 Mm I to rep1 our occupa- 
tions in the celeſtial abodes, as hold- 


5 | ing ſuch affinity with our. 1 


wy £1 purſuits, that, 1 in order to be admitted 
„„ the privileges of the former, we 


8 muſt obſerve the ſtrifteſt reffitude in 


the objects of the latter to direct our 
vier in every event beyond the nar- 
„„ bounds of time, to a happy eter- 
nity, w where that which is in part ſhall | 
be ſwallowed up in that which is per- 
WO ; fett ;—theſe are the views of the Trans- 
. lator, as they evidently were thoſe of 
| the Author. 1 Fj „ 


2 2 « 2 BP I 3 4 =. . 5 4 
. „ E att Pr D 4 ö F A : Lt 
4 F N rl; >" + 4 7 3 5 fy 
2 8 r W N % > . * . 67 9 


boils 1 | Cree 2 88 4 3 n ; ; 
—_— ‚ rr WE N 
PPP RAE: 


: IEEE p 4 8 X 8 8 #5] 5 CATE, Yi — 5 1 * 


. 


* 


* ex ＋ 
* 


LY See rn 
c I Frags 8 3 — 3 — * 
9 N . 


. 5 0 It muſt indeed be acknowled a 


| whe the} joys of 1 „ 
underſtanding can never acquire n 


adequate idea of that glorious ſtate. 
in which we ſhall be partakers of the RN | 

| divine nature, and be conformed to 

. the image of Cnriſt. But nothing 


ſurely can ſo effectually detach us from = 7M 
: low purſuits, and unworthy inclina- „„ 
{I & Bonus, or inſpire he true Chriſtian 
; with gratitude and moderation i in proſ- 
1 perity, with reſignation and fortitude © | 
in adverſity, with humble and ardent „ 
1h piety, univerſal benevolence, and everx 
virtue becoming a being deſtined for _ 
- immortality, and a profeſſor of the 
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O prove the ſuperiority of our immortal 


by death from its natural 
ions, and be raiſed ſpiritual and 
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5 acquire a nearer reſemblance to that pure 


ſpirit from whom they proceed, would be an 
- uſeleſs attempt; fince to thoſe who examine 
5 the words of eternal life, theſe truths are 


is ſeldom enquired; and they are by many 


people conſidered as inconceivable, not only 
in their degree, but in their nature alſo. 
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do our mortal ſtate; to aſſert that the body 


and that the faculties of the ſoul will 


|| inconteſtiblyevident. But what the changes 
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That with regard to \ the former, they far 


exceed all which we can imagine, is clear 


from the words of Scripture : Eye hath 


* not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
« tered into the heart of man, the things 


* which. Gop hath prepared for them that 
love him.” & Beloved, now are we the ſons 


7 of Gop; bur it doth not yet appear what 


< we ſhall be.” But J apply theſe paſſages 
to their degree alone; and it is the object 
of the following Eſſay to prove, that the 
knowledge we have of the nature of the 
univerſe, and of the ways of Gop, as re- 
vealed to us in the goſpel, may furniſh us 
with ſtrong reaſons to be perſuaded, that we 


* ſhall poſſeſs in heaven our preſent faculties, 


and ſoy many of our Oe lud, 


„„ md bea. 
Jenn il. a. See alſo 2 Car. 11. b. 
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— improved. and refined beyond al 


human conception. 
It may be alleged, that an e 
. nature of that happineſs, which we 


portance to us, provided it really merit the 


moſt ardent deſires of a rational ereature; 
and that a perfect conviction, that he who 
knows and has power over all, will render 
us happy, forms a motive more than ſuffi- 
"cient to induce us to undertake every thing, 


to nn gas thing, in obedience to his 
Vet, if he permit us to dif- 


cover, in ſome degree, what thoſe. 


% are which « he hath brepere fon bene de 
love him,” our imagination will come in 
aid of our duty, and we ſhall meditate with 

tranſport on the ſcenes of future bliſs, which 

in thoſe moments of clevation, when the 
ke” heart 
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is 1 upto the Founrain of Ha 
„ . bh neſs, v we A 1 in ſome me: 
1 1 teh a view of the eee > 
be produttive of many evils. It would ren- 
WE Aekerr this world a ſtate of miſery, by the im- 
Jil | _ patience it would raiſe i in us to arrive at chat 
period, when mortality ſhall be ſwallowed 
up of life. Beſides, our imagination, being 
thus forcibly captivated with ſuch an en- 
chanting proſpect, muſt almoſt deprive us 
of che freedom of action in our purſuit of 
virtue. The motives to perſevere in the ag 
great work of our ſalvation would be ſo 
N ſtrongly impreſſed on our minds, that thoſe. 
. painful exertions which conſtitute our vir- 
tte, thoſe trials which prove its conſtancy, 
would no longer deſerve theſe titles; and 
we . derive no merit from adios, the 


rewards A 


rewards of which were WP before us in a 
avi too powerful to reſiſt. This would 
eee of one of our yn 
. Pleaſures, | 
We 3 ee an of ho difficulties 
attendant on all our attainments, both mental 
and corporeal; yet it may be eaſily proved, 
that in moſt caſes this pretended cauſe for 
complaint ought to be a ſubject of gratitude. 
In ͤ every ſituation. the Creator has provided 
for us a ſatisfaction and] joy, reſulting from 
our free agency, and from our own exer- 
tions. Even in our moſt trifling amuſements, 
and yet more in thoſe things on which our 
| happineſs principally depends, we could not 
' © be deprived of the privilege of deliberating, 
8 chuſing, and acting with freedom, without 
loſing what is moſt ſolid and precious in the 
2 beſtowed on us. Yet Go, through 
3 | * 3 | the 
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dhe greatneſs of his mercy, has ant” 5 


* 


our reſearches ſuch an inſight into the glories 
of his preſence, as to induce us ardently to 
deſire an inheritance _— the ſaints 12 5 
« light.” 1 75 | 5 
It is evident, from experience, thi hw 


we do not meets our faculties, the kn w- 


| ledge we acquire, the virtuous affeQions, 
the happy inclinations, the laudable habits, 
which we fortify, are far more pow-erful ö 
than the counterpoiſe of criminal deſires; 

and that our ideas of Gop, when we are 

frequently occupied in contemplating him, 
triumph conſiderably over all thoſe in which 
the moſt fertile imagination can paint the 
objects of this world. If we have not too 


often, and too long, loſt ſight of theſe 


auguſt ideas, they reſtrain the violence of 
our — palkgn, and divert the, 


current 
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current of dur moſt dangerous chess; 
till, by degrees, they change our whole 
"= heart, re- eſtabliſh all our good diſpoſitions, 
and plant virtue in all thoſe ſecret recefles 
where vice had flouriſhed before. 
If it be true, that from our entrance into 
the world, from the commencement of our 
diſcipline, every thing points out to us the 
way of true felicity, and that, if at the firſt 
| - ſtep we take the right path, every thing en- 
gages and encourages us more and more to 
| purſue it; it is true alſo, (and it is a very 
remarkable and a very conſoling obſervation) 
that Gop, infinitely wiſe and good, has 
| hazarded our happineſs no farther than was 
neceſſary to preſerve our ee the „ 1 
ſoul of all enjoyment. ry RE -: Þ 
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It follows then, that, thus ſupported by a 
ſure and certain hope, we may be enabled 


to 
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upon ourſelves, they would occupy only 
very ſmall part of our life; they do not ar- 
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to enen with patience unto the id all thoſe | 
| trials of mortality which ſhall be ſucceeded | 
by eternal happineſs.* 
+ the evils we can ſuffer to be col 


Let us/ ſuppoſe. all 


us, thoſe at leaſt which we do not bring | 


rive altogether; they are blended with many 


comforts; they may be conſtantiy alleviated 
by the pleaſure of ſelf-approbation, by the 
ſentiment of an affectionate obedience, of an 


ih humble reſignation, to the will of that ado- | 
: rable Being whom we love with our whole 


ſoul; and they are almoſt abſorbed in that 


faith, which is as an anticipated poſſeſſion of 


„things hoped for.“ | $1 
St. Peter lays it down as an evident fad, 


| that a faithful chriſtian is alſo as He 


© Matth. xxiv. 133 and xx. 46. Rom. 7. 2 Heb. l. 1. 
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0 does ver ——— e addreſſes 5 


1 believing on the Son of Gop = 
be ch- you. rejoice, ut, ve do * re. 
& zoice with joy unſpeakable; and it ought 
0 Abe at the time in which 
; St. Peter wrote to them in this manner, they 
were threatened with various evils, from the 
abſolute power of the Gentiles, and the im- 
placable fury of the Jews. e Or 
> In the moments of 8 2 
_ chriſtian cannot be inſenſible to the mercies 
of God in his beloved Son; and if he has 
not one of thoſe extraordinary diſpoſitions | 
which nothing can move, he mult be ſtrongly | 
affected by them. If we could conſtantly 
preſerve this happy ſtate of mind, we ſhould 
bein the. moſt deſirable ſituation to which 
we could: aſpire here below; but this is not 


"ay 


9 0 
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In for of the reſiſtance of the under tand- 
ing, in ſpite of the aſcendancy of the fud- 
| limeſt ſentiments, the mechaniſm of our ; 
body, its unforeſeen: diſorders, produce un- 
happy variations, which an overſtrained ſe- 
verity regards as incompatible with zealous 


paiety and ſolid virtue. Yet theſe humilia- 
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ting inconſiſtencies will not prove that we 
do not love our heavenly Father and merci- 
ful Redeemer, that we do not truſt and re- 
Joice in him; but theſe glorious ſentiments 
require to be frequently awakened, extend- 
ed, and more firmly eſtabliſhed. 

Our natural eagerneſs after preſent plea- 
ſures, which ſo often leads us into folly, 


* on this occaſion a * 


cares, all our efforts, to RY hw" 
tant work. The tranquillity, the ſtate 


of 9 and.contentment, which I have joſt | 


„is an immediate actual bleſling, 


| and; it 6 one; it adds a ee | 
to all our innocent pleaſures, which -infi- 

nitely ſurpaſſes their intrinſic value. With- 

out that tranquillity, founded on an immove - | 


able baſis; without that permanent fatisfac- 


; tion which has i Its ſource in our own boſom, © 
and depends on no exterior object; all which 


the world calls pleafure is generally accom- 


panied by reproaches, regrets, and afflic- z 
tions; while this happy ſtare of mind can 


convert the moſt inſignificant recreation, the 


moſt trifling amuſement, into a real, a con- 


 fiderable bleſſing, 
| : The moſt inſipid day of the man who re- 


joices in Go, is infinitely preferable to the 
W > moſt 
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| Is nicht ballen the moſt forunate day, of the 

. ambitious or the voluptuous. | But behold 
behold him 
Eicher in © the courts of the Lord, Hy 
in a choſen retreat, where, abſtracting his 
thoughts from all terreſtrial objects, and in- 


this man bleſſed from above; 


viting thoſe which conſtitute the treaſure of 


his heart to appear before his ſoul, he fills 
it with celeſtial joy; then you will exclaim 

with him, and with the Pſalmiſt, O Lord! 
“ a day in thy courts is better than a chou | 

fand's elſewhere; then you vl not de . 
ſurpriſed at David's ardent ſpiritual chirſt 5 
after Gop,* at the unutterable ions of ; 
St. Faul, at the un/peakable joy of St. Peter, 


at © that peace which paſſeth all underſtand- 


« inge” 5 1 expreſſions which many. NDF \ 


; "Pla „ u. hass. 10. > Ph ali 2. 
* * 1Pet. i. 3. nv. 7. 
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either as poetically figurative, or as extrava- 
ende, + procecding from the warmth of an 
7 tern imagination. It is true that the de- 
gree of this joy depends greatly upon the 
conſtitution, and upon che force and delicacy 
of certain faculties or qualities of the mind; 
conſequently thoſe who are ſuſceptible of _ 
ſtrong and lively emotions, would do wrong 
to judge from their own feelings of the rea- 
lity, the ſincerity, the conſtancy, or the piety 
of others; but thoſe who cannot feel theſe 
emotions, ought not to conſider as error 
eee, a een ſo noble and 0 
8 e . 
Every one may, if 1. Jo not Skin 1 | 
= regard as moral truths the n 
8 mr ion; % 
Nini; If chat joy ih hich, we are in- . : 
| pre by our love of Go, and of his Son 
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merely worldly or ter 


i ——@mrRoDucTION. = 


Javvs Canuor, is not n the ene 


conſtantiy produces a ſtate of peace, of con- | 


fidence, of content, to which no tuen 

rreſtrial can approach. 
Sometimes indeed it may be ſuſpended in che 
confuſion of buſineſs, abſorbed i in the an- 


gui of affliction, or baniſhed for ſome mo- 


ments by the perulant i impatience of a quick 


and warm temper; but it ſoon regains its 
aſcendancy, and re-eſtabliſhes a cheerful tran- 
quilliry. Where theſe effects do not appear, 
that chriſtian diſpoſition does not exiſt; and | 
| thoſe who do not poſſeſs it, and yet believe 
that they are chriſtians, deceive themſelves, 

and take for real piety what has only the 


ee it; or thoſe pa 


INTRODUCTION: 


ar againd the ſoul,ꝰ o obtain freq 
victories over their feeble virtue, e 
abandon chemſelves to fooliſh projects and 
| hurtful defires. In this caſe, affuredly they 
cannot expect to feel that celeſtial joy; and 
the ſame principles which ought to produce 
and nouriſh it, will caufe in its place a de- 

jection and terror, which even incredulity 

itſelf does not always experience, I do not 


mean to include thoſe, who, with the fin- 


cereſt piety, and the beſt diſpoſitions, are 
L alllicted with doybts and diſtractions. Theſe 
are frequently owing to ſome corporeal dif- | 
order, which oppreſſes the faculties of the 
mind, and diſturbs irs tranquillity. Some- = 
rimes indeed the cauſe is unknown to us ; but 
we may cruſt to that merciful Saviour, who 
has ſaid, © Come unto me, all ye that labour, 


| | = 1 Pet. ii. 11. | x : | | cc and 
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mill be 
now we know but in part, then ſhall we 
* know even as we are known.” G0 


xx INTRODUCTION. . 


die heavy hade, and I lll üg v0 
eſt” Thoſe doubts which afflict us her „ 
removed in a future ſtate; though 


© ſhall wipe away all tears romp: our ow 


«and there ſhall be no more ſorrow.“ 


* Secondly; If we would aſſure . 


that Our joy is ſolid, that it is adequate to 


che greatneſs of its cauſe, that it expreſſes 


how ſtrongly we are affected by that faith 
Fhich we profeſs to be planted in our h 
how deeply we are penetrated with admira- 


tion, love, gratitude, confidence, and hope; 
let us beware of truſting to tre 


nſient emo- 


tions: they may be deceitful. We can-only 


judge of this joy from its ordinary and con- 
ſtant effects. The chriſtian. in whom. 


* Matt. xi 28. : * 1 Cor. ili 1s. » Rey. xxi.4. | 


- knows ig I do not only fay which can 
can bear a compariſon 


/ equal it, but whic 
_ with *. He therefore makes a firm reſolu- 
tion to baniſh immediately all | joy, wih 


which this is inconſiſtent. He knows that 
& has its ſource, not in a fruitleſs contem- 


ion of the favours of the Moſt High, and 
. his great deſigns for the happineſs of the 
Fern race, but in an active admiration, 


1 gratitude fruitful in good works, a pure 


is for, and a firm attachment to,. every 
thing laudable, honourable, juſt, and ami 
able; in ſhort, in employing his cares and 


exertions to cultivate and ſtrengthen i in him- 


ſelf all thoſe noble principles of virtue which 


| Gop has formed within him, and all the 

_ falutary knowledge which he has afforded 

him: When the leaſt danger threatens his 
Re OY canſcience, 5 


4 - 
* „ 


* . 
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le, all the powers of his foul are 
exerted t avoid it. Animated alſo by his TP 
f preſent happineſs, he labours, not with 5 
painful efforts, but with joyful ardour, to 
eſtabliſn and augment it; imploring that 
afliſting grace, which will ever be vouch- 
ſafed to thoſe who ſeek its aid with ſincerity | 
of heart and pious confidence. If any of 
you lack wiſdom, ler him aſk of Gov, + 
«© who giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
« 6 braideth not; and i it ſhall be given him.“ 
He hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor 
« forſake thee. So that we may boldly ſay, 
« the Lord i is my helper, and I will not fear 
<« what man doeth unto me. | 


James i. 3. Heb. xiii, 5 and 6. | 


* 


P hes Mama 
a J —— — * £08; 2 
8 e 


= 
* ad 
” ; ; ; 
| . 
4 * ” ; | | 
- x ; | 
8 2 ” | 
U 
& * 
. : : | 
A 
* . — 
1 ; 
* * 4 , 2 
* 7 * hk 7 « : : | 
"4 * » ; | 
* ; me ; * . 
* a. 
: 5 : | 4 * * 
* 5 * , 5 | 
* ; 5 | : | | 
<. . - | 
4 ä i | 
* 1 x 
» 


88 


APPINE 


z 
— 
* 


oy 


o 


ON THE 


x 


- 
* 
4 


OF THE 
LIFE TO COME. 


H 
* 
* 


- — - * 
G 5 * 


1 
- $ 2 — , 4 . A 


ive view of our preſent and 
will be chiefly compriſed under two heads: 
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to the powers of the un ding, 
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; and then endea- 
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| proudly be i in n that which is is to come. he- n 
gin with the powers of the underſtanding. 
Ihe poſitive evils which attend our es 85 
greſs through this ſtate of trial are ſenſibly. 
felt by every human being. Pain and fick- 
neſs, ſorrow and diſappointment, are at times 
the lot of all; but there are ſufferings of a 
. different kind, of which the moſt cultivated 
minds are moſt ſuſceptible, as they are per- | 
ceived and felt in proportion to the delicacy 
of our taſte, and the i improvement of our 
mental powers. eee WI 
We may place in the rank of intellectual 5 
evils the natural imperfe&ion of our facul- 
ties. Our underſtanding and memory are 
weak, and various inevitable impediments 
prevent us from employing theſe talents to 
the utmoſt. - Eſtabliſhed errors, inſtructors 
who teach ill, or (if we are reduced to pro- 
e 


. 5 n LiFg ro COME. | 0 


1 a guide), the want of proper 
105 means to inform ourſelves; various circum-" 


ances of life, which prevent us from at- 
| raining. thoſe acquirements for which „ 1 
have the greateſt inclination; in a word, N I 
innumerable accidents, and unfavourable N 
_ events, a either turn us aſide from the truth, 
or permit us to diſcern it only e an 
obſeure and perplexing medium. 
If we ſhould be ſurpriſed that there are | 
fo few people in the world who make a pro- 
greſs in elegant and uſeful knowledge, let 1 
us only conſider how rare is the advantage 33 | T 


of an uninterrupted and regular meditation, ED is 
ho many neceſſities or diſorders derange or 
retard our reſearches. 1 | pI 
. Various are the impediments by which 
we frequently find ourſelves ſtopt in the 
career of ms moſt ſublime and intereſting 


ſtudies. | 
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[0 The deſire, of W * 
verſalz and yet whole nations, almoſt all the 
nations of the world, ſham 
prejudice, and proud af 
perſiſt with an invincible obſ 
and intricate path, and frequently BS; ak 
vance further into error; or, Feber, ſatis- 
and abandoning themſelves to an unmanly. 


Not content with indulging this unworthy - 
inactivity, they oppoſe the exertions of thoſe 
noble individuals, who, animated by an ar- 
dent love of truth, dare to ſhake off ſuch 
diſhonourable and dangerous fetters, 2 
endeavour to deliver others from them. 

We may rank amongſt mental evils thoſe | 
which, from the natural influence of the 
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—— Pain and fickneGs1 not ok * ; 


frequently betray us into a reſtleſſneſs. and 
| impatience of ſpirit, which it requires the 
ſtricteſt watch over ourſelves to avoid, but 
often, by deranging thoſe ſiner parts which 
more immediately act upon the mental pow- 
ers, produce the moſt deplorable effects, and 
degrade the faculties of the immortal ſoul 
almoſt to a level with the inſtinct of the beaſts 
chat periſh, To this we may add, that de- 
Jjection of mind, that penſive ſadneſs, che 
cauſe of which cannot be diſcovered either 
in che ſoul itſelf, or in any external event; 
and which, therefore, can be ſuppoſed to 
proceed only from ſome corporeal derange- 
ment, which, without this grievous effect, 
woule have remained imperceptible. We 
I frequently fee, and even more frequently 
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1 1 195 ON THE HAPPINESS or EC 
. FD elſewhere, in cheſe W climates, | | 
were liberty and enlightened reaſon em- 
nently prevail, perſons of an excellent un- 
derſtanding, perfectly regular in their man- 
ners, rich in advantages both of nature 
and fortune, fall into a deep melancholy, * ; 


bo 


which they pronounce to be infurmountable. : 


Nothing gives them pleaſure: thing 


| wearies them. But are we very certain that 
EY Fs afflitive event has befallen them? Ves, 
| they themſelves confeſs it. Every ching | 
around ſmiles upon them as before. It muſt 
be, therefore, an inſenſible corpletal . 
order which thus affects their intellectual if 
faculties. cc The corruptible body preſſeth 5 
« down the ſoul, and the earthly tabernacle 
e weigheth down the mind that muſeth upon 
6 many things. And hardly d ie gueſs 
1 — at ching that are upon earth; and 
29 * with 


UE LIFE To oo. „ BY" 


EY 


5 cc «wth; Aer do we find the things that : 
0 « are before us: but the things that are in 
e heaven who hath ſearched out? : 
Particular circumſtances vary reiithely the 
evils of the mind. It is very ſeldom that 
our buſineſs, our profeſſion, our way of life, 
che perſons with whom we are acquainted, a 
the country which we inhabit, the fortune, 
the employment, the rank which we poſſeſs, 
anſwer to our inclinations and ideas. One 
man, whoſe deſtiny confines him in a country 
almoſt deſert, envies the happineſs which the | 
citizen of a capital enjoys: whilſt the ſame 
citizen, _ overpowered with buſineſs, and tor- 
mented with cares, wiſhes for the peaceable 
retreat of the inhabitant of the country. 
But our greateſt evils are cauſed by our 
1 If we yield to them i in the ſmalleſt 
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= 
7 } 
4 
5 


| | 
1 


* — — 


nnn — — 2 — 
* 2 ws Pn — — — — - - * — 
— — — — PTC— . — : «ꝛ 
— — — rt 7 


w — — 42 


— Be ons + 
—— — — 
— - — 4 —_— = 


3 
2 N 


—— — - 
—_ 


% 


i ox THz HAPPINESS or 


| N we may 1 erben e is at eee 


F N 8 
9 Y i 7 
15 


me to the ſoul what violent 0 


a time in which * make us ſuffer —th 


time of combat. 


Our deſires 1 e with ke Z 


1 all kinds of advantages or evils, real or. ima- 
ginary, are the ſources of innumerable VEXA- 


tions and afflitions. | They are often at- 


' tended with alarms and fears, with regard 
both to the preſent life and to that which is 
to come. We fear for our poſſeſſions, re 
tation, health, and life; we place our deres 5 


on improper objects, and theſe deſires tor- 


ment us; we love what does not deſerve our 
regard, and ſooner or later we find reaſon to 


be aſhamed- of it; we regret exceſlively an 
object which could but very imperfectliy con- 


tribute to our happineſs; we fear that which 


, * 
— 


THE LIFE To. our. 5 37 5 


may never happen, we ep for dine which 5 
can ſcarcely ever happen. Ideas which ſtrike 
the imagination, cauſe torments as real, and 


S.. 


times much more ſevere than the evil 


which we thus repreſent to ourſelves would 


be in itſelf; and we are puniſhed for en- 


couraging extravagant hopes, by the diſap- 


pointments which follow them. Add to 
theſe, diſſentions, quarrels, jealouſies, afflic- 
tions of every kind, which often, in this 
> corrupt world, neither prudence nor probity 
can prevent; and laſtly, the evils of conſci- 


ence, infinitely more terrible than all the reſt. 


The nobleſt ſentiments of our heart muſt 


frequently be productive of mental evils. 
The intereſt we take in the welfare of others 

occaſions anxicty; the loſs of thoſe comforts 
which reaſon and affection concur to render 


n wounds our ſenſibility; and 
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: thus, the moſt moderate, cautious, and y vir- . 


ruous men, are ance to numerous | 82995 : 
ful emotions. 55 | 
Aſſuredly the ſpiritual part . our EW g 
(permit me to call it the health and eaſe of 
the ſoul) depends upon a much greater va- 


riety of circumſtances, than the eaſe and 


health of the body, and its ſecret ſprings are 


much more delicate. In a long life, there | 


are weeks, months, and ſometimes . years, 
which are not diſtinguiſhed by any corporeal 
diſorder; inſtead of which, few days paſs 


over our heads unmarked by ſome mental 


pain or uneaſineſs. We may then venture 


| to aſſert, that the evils of the mind are far 


more numerous, more various, and often 
much leſs ſupportable, than thoſe of the 
body; and in conſidering them together, 


| what could we think of the deſigns of the 


Creator, 
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1 = 


0 | preſent life? . = 


But when this mh ſhall hom . 
« put on incorruption, when this morral ſhall | 


«have put on immortality,”* we ſhall be | 
; wel from all infirmities. Sickneſs and pain 


no more diſturb our moſt uſeful occu- 


pations, our moſt innocent pleaſures. Our 

' ſenſes, being perfected io a degree of which 
we can at preſent form no idea, will convey 
to the ſoul an nah variety of delightful 
| impreſſions. In the enjoyment of eternal 


youth and health, with our faculties and 


| taſtes i in a ſtate of continual. Improvement, : 


our pleaſures and our virtues will be con- 
tinually increaſing. Our purſuit of know- 


| ledge will no longer be attended with weari- 


neſs or «Mans our virtues will no more be 
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. end in 1 diſappoinment. 1 


| tary uſe of his fa 


wrative ſituation in this 
1 and the next with a view ro all the 
of enjoyment. | . 
The pleaſures moſt ſuitable to an 
gent creature, thoſe which diſtinguiſh him 


ee eee hv Wind pk. 


of his felicity, are the active pleaſures: A 


mean thoſe which he derives from the volun- E 
1e. What is it to de 8 


acquainted with an object? Affuredly it is 


not merely to have chat idea of it which is 
impreſt upon the ſoul by means of the ſenſes, 


for in that caſe the knowledge of the brute 
would not be inferior to our own: it is when 


we reflect on the impreſſion received, that 
we begin to hnow; that we free ourſelves 


from che vile ſtate of paſſive ercatures, nd 


* 

r | * 

et” N J 5 - f 
* 4 


n 


* 


9 


Re 


r Live ro conn, 


riſe the benoumble claſs of adlige f eing. 7 


5 hh 


s a ſatisfaction, a variety of 


merely as ſuch, could poſſibly afford it. To 


reflect, to examine, is to will, to act freely; : 


- conſequently the pleaſure of acquiring and 


poſſeſſing knowledge is an intellectual, an 
active pleaſure; calculated for a being en- 
dued with reaſon, and glorying in free- 
agency. A ſtate of mental repoſe is not 
conſiſtent with the nature of a created in- 
— being. We have no ſooner at- 
tained to one degree of knowledge, than 
we en the next. If we ſhould find 
our progreſs ſuddenly limited by eternal bar. 
riers, our deſires would continually torment 
us. We cannot enough admire the extent, : 


9 the 


it is then, and then only, that the ſoul, en- 75 5 35 
Jjoying the conſciouſneſs of its own abe 

finds in its action 
pleaſure, which no ſenſation, no impreſſion, : 


| weakneſs, It is frequ 


more and more. In an wich. the- 
mpetuoſity of our deſires, we ſeem to ad- 
vance but flowly, yet ſtill we do advance, 
This impetuoſity is rendered excuſable here | : 
below, by the ſhortneſs of our ie. the un⸗ | 

certainty of every thing human, 


- _ cilitate our progreſs. in 1 in various occupations. 
and ſtudies; yet it is generally attended with 
ſome degree of uncaſineſs, as it induces us 
to aſpire after the attainment of perfe tions, 
| before we can arrive at them by a — | 
progreſſion, and conſequent 
many mortifications, | 
| + But ſuch is the importance of acquiring. 
and poſſeſſing knowledge, that che wiſe and 


benevolent 


with tlie motive, which is produced by the 
idea of extenſive utility annexed to ſuch pur- 


fits, (an idea which preſents itſelf ar firſt, 


and which opens and extends in proportion 


to our progreſs) but leſt this motive ſhould 


not be effectual, or ſhould begin too late to 
operate on imperfect and mortal beings, he 
has given us a ſpring of action, influencing 


us continually from our earlieſt ea and 


b 5 07" PU | 
Ihe human uadceſtanding, exprekaly cal- 


duced into the world deſtitute of it, no 


ſooner exiſts than it exerts itſelf to learn. 
This 6 is the firſt ſpring of all 
the efforts we make to inform ourſelves. It 


1 | bly, 1 to employ all „ in the 
purſuit of it. He has not only furniſhed us 


is 


is ſo powerf i del 4 or e ; 
worthy of its arcention, it will employ itſelf 5 
upon trifles. Our underſtanding cannot re- : 555 
main inactive; chat ſtate is inſupportable to 
it. T0 this it is owing, that when we have 
not early learnt to love thoſe truths Which 
are of ſome importance, we contract the 5 
deſpicable habit of ſending our intellectu 
powers in queſt of a thouſand trifles, and 
pry into the moſt nn affairs of * 
neighbours. 8 | 
Curioſity is an incellegtual appetite, hich N 
zs ſcarcely appeaſed before it preſſes us again; 
and the pleaſure of knowledge conſiſts leſs 
| in poſſeſſing than in acquiring it; which | 
ſhews the neceſſity of a progreſſion in know- 
ledge, in order to render us happy; and to 
derive from this progreſſion all the pleaſure _ 
which can reſult from knowledge, it is ne- a | 
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3 ahrays preſerve . 
| 15 eee _ uſe of our liberty, rhe „ 
 voluntar eiſe of our faculties. Our 
progreſs in eee is, in this caſe, a con- 
tinual renovation of the pleaſure of gratify- 

ing our intellectual appetite; and our enjoy- 
ment is increaſed by the flattering conſidera- 
uon, that it is the fruit of our own exertions. 

; But in order to animate us to ſeek after 
knowledge, : and ſupport us through our 
ſtudies with chearfulneſs, it is neceſſary that 
our exertions ſhould not become diſagree- 
able through too much labour; that our 

_ faculties, talents, and alliſtances, | ſhould 
always bear an exact proportion to the ob- 
ject in queſtion; that a well-grounded hope 

of ſucceſs ſhould make every thing eaſy to 
us, juſt ſo far as that even the moſt attentive 

1 de may become a pleaſure; that nothing 

9 mould 
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avs ſhould interrupt our r occupations againſt on our © 
own inclinations; that we ſhould have a : 
glimpſe, in the depths of infinity, of an in- 
erxhauſtible fund to ſupply that incelleQtual- | 
appetite which is continually nereaſing; and 

above all, that we ſhould be as of 
an eternal duration as we are of our own | 
exiſtence and of that of the Creator. + 
7 Let us conſider, according to theſe ideas, 
our ſituation in this world with regard to 
knowledge; and from thence, in regulating . 
our obſervations by the declarations or in- 
ſmuations of the Scriptures, we may con- 

jecture, in ſome degree, what Al be our 


. ſituation in heaven. 
In many reſpects our ne iow be- 
low far exceeds what is neceſſary to direct 
us in providing for our natural wants; ſo 
much ſo, that if the Creator had limited |. 


our 
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our neceſſities; and this is of itſelf a ſtrong 
proof, that the preſent ſtate is r the be- 
ginning, the infancy of our exiſtence. 

On the other hand, our underſ 
in ſome reſpects ſo weak and imperfect, ths 


it is frequently unable to guide us through 


thoſe obſtacles, which continually impede 
our purſuit of the moſt uſeful knowledge. 


This imperfection of our faculties is un- 
avoidably attendant on our preſent ſtate of 
| probation; and it is a mortifying reflection, 
chat, after our ſtrongeſt efforts to penetrate | 


into the depths of ſeience, we can diſcover 


2 _ a ſmall part of the ways and works of 


GoD. 


„ 
aration to ined eee of han 5 
e e he chil a given wo man 1 
a capacity, which extends to innumerable | 
| ſpeculations, nor requiſite for the ſupply of 


# 
* — — 


— * 3 Fo AT 
1 5 . 
„ - FS "2 - 


* * 2 

_— — 2 n a 
> A 2 — _- . i * N * 
— th 4 uns 2 ü Bi ue 7 


N. 1 
. 


rg 1 . be hy he em, — 
= A. * — 2 = , x — . 


. TG, 
nd SA Gran —— 


* - 
U 
2 COT; 


— 
Mm Iv 5 BY 
5 Ab Praer 
Fey -+ 8 ES 7 . 


* 
— — — . — ho 
5 3 — — — ——— ——O es RS 8 
£ . Kg - © 
- 22 * 7 | 
_ £. 4% D = . - — — | * 
— : go ann ; 


„ OTE? 7 ö Os N 
9 , ed kan W 2 . . 
. a - 4 * 


. on THE. HAPPINESS or 


| e Not only che 3 inſelf, but = | 


, inſet, a plant, and even a ſingle hair, offers 5 
to our curioſity matter for profound and 


| often fruitleſs inveſtigation.” Far 8 being fo 


in danger of objects failing us, we are con- 
founded by their abundance. Thouſands of 
ages, of ſuch a life as ours, would not ſuf. 
fice to glance ſlightly over the ten · tkouſandth 
part of them. But of what uſe to us is his 
exceſſive abundance, this aſtoniſhing profu- 
ſion of exquiſite gratifications, if we have 
ſcarcely time allowed us to taſte a very few 
of them; unleſs the Creator, who places. 
them before us, and who continually ex- 
cites that ap petite which he gave us, deſigns 


to bring us again to this magnificent ban- 
quet, and to allow us to enjoy it for ever? 


Re © Heaven, through the goodneſs and 
powerd of Him who has created 1, and who 


will 


* 


1 TEE LIFE: To. cot . 


: E 


| raiſe us / wg the dead, our 3 


a ns — with the Wa e « 2 


9 hw we ſhall all be changed; and we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe that change to con- 


ſiſt, not only in a freedom from bodily infir- 


mities, but in the attainment of a much more 
perfect organization. A blind man has no 


idea of the pleaſure produced by fight, or- 


-A deaf man of the delights of harmony; and 


as we know that even in this world, there 
are ſenſations of which ſome individuals are 


entirely ignorant, ſurely it is not unreaſon- 
able to conclude, that our glorified bodies 


o 


abe endued with new modes of percep- 
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ton, which aps convey to nd en — 


ſion of happineſs. By quiviliptiing 9 
to ſpiritualize our celeſtial exiſtence, we re. 


duce ourſelves to the impoſſibility of form- 


ing the leaſt idea of it; and while we ac- 
| knowledge a reſurrection of the body, we 


in fact deny it. To this cauſe, perhaps, 


amongſt others, is owing the coldneſs and 
indifference with which even the beſt people 
too often regard the joys of heaven; and 


the aſſertion, ſo often repeated, that we can 


; form no idea at all of our future ſtate. Vet. 


we cannot reaſonably complain of the un- 
ſatisfactorineſs of that information, which 


few of us endeavour to obtain; and it will 


not, I think, be difficult to prove, that in 
theſe reſearches, the Holy Scripture confirms 5 


the deductions of reaſon. 


3 
5 
| 
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The: expreſſions of St. Paul, Our body 


« raiſed in glory,” which implies an incons 


ceivable improvement of our organs; * then 
% we ſhall ſee face to face; * now we 


4 walk by faith, not by ſight;”* er now we. 
e know in part, but when, that which is 
« perfect is come, that which is in part ſhall 
« be done away;”*—the compariſon which 
the lame apoſtle makes between our preſent 
ſtate, and that in which we ſhall be in- 


heaven, when I was a child, I ſpake as a 


„ child, I underſtood as a child, I thought | 
as a child; but when I became a _ 1 
«-put away childiſh things; what St. 
John ſays, in ſpeaking of Gop, that © we 
4 ſhall ſee him as tr is; all theſe ge | 


f x Cor. xv; 43. © x Cor. xiii. 2. 2 Cor. v. 7. 


1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10. f x Cor. xiii. 11. 1 John iii. 2. 


eſtabliſh, 
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as ſo many infallible ae the 
flattering ideas which mere reaſon ventures 
10 preſent to us only as conjectures. 

We ſhall ſee Gop face to face. Of what : 
anne wil be that view or chat knowledge? | 
A it would be raſh and abſurd to con- 

, in order to be in a ſtate 
to do it, we muſt be inveſted with the facul- 
ties requiſite to conceive that kind of know- | 
ledge: that is, we muſt be now, what we 
ſhall be after a glorious reſurrection. When 
St. Paul was caught up to heaven in a mi- 

raculous extacy, he heard things which he 
declares to be unſpeakable. Thus with 
regard to the manner of the beatific viſion, 
we are in a profound i ignorance here below; 
but we may venture to aſſert, that we ſhall 
know Gov, and every other object, with a 


. | | | | | : | \ 
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ſtreng * a Puettley, a — gf concep- 
rion, infinitely ſuperior to all which the fineſt 


capacity can hope for on earth, from the ; 


| longeſt ſtudy. The ſoul, inveſted with a 


i ſpiritual body, and thus provided with or- 
gans incomparably more perfect tha chile. 


great advantages for acquiring knowledge, 
and making a rapid progreſs in it. The at- 


tributes of Gop, the conduct of his provi- 
_ dence, his vaſt deſigns, and, as proceeding 
from them, the wonders of creation, of 
: | which we now diſcern only a ſmall part; all 


theſe objects of infinite grandeur, beauty, 


variety, and importance, in the ſtudy of 


which we are every moment ſenſible of the 


weakneſs of our underſtandings, 'will be 


k Placed within the reach of our obſerva- 
| By 
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|. which Gop will cnlighten us, a thouſand | 


hearts ſhall conceive what at * they 
cannot conceive. 


ſeape only ſome objects, which are "2 


anchor. They land; a thouſand beautiful = 


NE . 


By the luſtre: of the heavenly ray wich 


admirable novelties will burſt upon our ſight; | 
ip him, and by him, we ſhall ſee all around 

us what at preſent eye cannot fee, hear 
what at preſent ear cannot hear, and our 


Thoſe ls bt ap ROW e 
leagues from land, ſee only the coaſts. Thoſe 5 


who have the cleareſt eyes, with the beſt. 2 


inſtruments, diſcern in this $37" 


others, and which ſtrongly excite curioſity. 

Night comes on, and veils the proſpe& from l 
their fight. During their fleep the veſſel 
approaches the port, and at. fun-riſe caſts 


tad. AY 


and magnificent objects preſent themſelves 
. „„ 


\ 


: THE. oo To 003, TC: 
on every ſide, infiniely excelling. all which 
- Ay diſtant view bad induced them to 
e imagine. | 5 1 
| 1 we ſhall « enjoy in e to a . 
7 gree beyond all conception, the pleaſures of 
novelty and ſurpriſe, of finding our curio- 

ſity ſatisfied, or at leaſt ourſelves provided 
with means to enable us to ſatisfy it: for if 
ve were to ſuppoſe that Gop would diſplay 
to us at once, all which we hope to know 
through eternity, this would be, according 
to my ideas, to ſuppoſe that he would rob 
our knowledge of one of its greateſt charms. 
In proportion as the truths we are to 

learn ſhall become more difficult to com- 
prehend, we ſhall doubtleſs acquire talents 
adapted to them; and thus we ſhall go on 
from ſtrengrh to ſtrength, with regard to 
the pleaſure of acquiring and poſſefling 
8 e 
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55 e as in en 7 we man at 


The ſtudies poli to e in this 
manner will not be oppreſſive labours. The © 
aſſiſtance Which! may be neceſſary” to us, an Y 
infinite number of beings more intelligent 1 


than ourſelves, and full of celeſtial goodneſs, 
will be eager to offer. If they are now 


« miniſtering ſpirits, fans forth to mi 
te for them who ſhall be heirs of falvation,” 


will they not then rejoice to aſſociate with 


us, when, purified from the corruptions of 


| mortality, we ſhall be © as the angels which 
cc are in heaven bor Whatever may be the 
length of the attentions requiſite to attain to | 


a certain point, the hope, or rather aſſurance | 


of ſucceſs, will ſupport, a and fll us 
with) . 


1 Heb. i 14. * : Mark xii, 26. 
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ve ſhall lep no more; where © there ſhall 


ee be no more ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain; 
where all, far from moleſting us, or de- 
ranging our plans of ſtudy, will favour them; 
it is evident that we muſt have undiſturbed 


leiſure to execute them. 


Air the ſame time, with fuch great advan- 


tages for enjoying theſe pleaſures, and not- 
withſtanding the vaſt treaſure of ſcience 


which we ſhall have collected through my- 


riads of ages, —we ſhall never loſe for a 


moment chat ſoothing idea, ſo neceſſary to 


| dies; wi to ren ann Ina 
world where we ſhall be freed from all the 

| cares which are here requiſite for our ſub- | 
ne cr" dee hae 
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neſs b of every being who values ER 


| ſource of this gratification will never fail. 
In Goo, and the immenſity of his works, 05 
there is an inexhauſtible fund of materials 
to ſatisfy the moſt unbounded curioſity; but 
though aſſured that we ſhall never arrive at 

a period when there will be no more to 
learn, yet we ſhall ſtill preſerve a ſtedfaſt 

hope, that we ſhall perfectly underſtand all 
the objects which offer themſelves for our. 
inveſtigation. 


It may be obj ected, in 155 to theſe 5 


| ſervations on the extent of our capacities in 


a future ſtate, and the means which will be 
afforded us for obtaining knowledge, _ 
there will probably be ſome things, the en- 
tire comprehenſion of which will be reſerved 
for Gop alone; as it is reaſonable to ſup- 
N mb. 


rel we to the Deity; and, in chat dl hay: -- 
ye may feel our curioſity ſtrongly excired, £7 
_ _ without being poſſeſſed of the means to 
ſatisfy it. But I believe, that when we * 
have attained to ſuch an exalted. unde 
ing, we ſhall have all the ho re- 
auiſite to diſtinguiſh between what is tõ be 
known to the creature, and what to the 
Supreme Being alone; and, always ſubject 
to the guidance of reaſon, we ſhall be able, 

without difficulty, to reſtrain our curioſity 
| within the ſame limits, which will neceſſarily, 
from the nature of things, be preſcribed to 
our knowledge. The moſt noble ambition 
would be extravagant, if it engaged a crea- 
ted being to deſire to uſurp the place of his 
Creator: this therefore will not happen: the 


mol 
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to n to en further, would be 
to encroach upon the privileges of the Moſt 
High; to wiſh to be what He is, what He 
Aust can be. Always humble and grateful, 
9 always joyfully ſubmitting our own will to 
| that of the all-wiſe Gop, whom we ſhall 
love with all our ſoul, we ſhall no ſooner 
arrive at thoſe unfathomable depths, than 
| retreating with reſpect, and acknowledging 
our dependance on him, we ſhall, without 
regret, turn all our attention and enquiries 
towards that multitude of objects, upon 
which we may e and ſucceſsfully ; 
; indulge our curioſity. 
If then we are in the ſmalleſt degree ſuſ- 
ceptible of thoſe pleaſures which are the 


moſt 
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"7 moſt worthy of» a thinking bang ib en 
of ſceing Gop as he is muſt excite very | 
' ſtrong deſires; and how natural is it to ſeek _ 

| inceſſantly the means to fulfil thoſe deſires, 
and to employ thoſe means without delay? 
They are all comprehended in this word, 

holineſs. Thoſe alone will be admitted into 

the adorable preſence of Gov, who labour 
ſincerely and aſſiduouſiy in the work of their 
ſanctiſication. © Without holineſs no man 

* ſhall ſee the Lord: 5% 4 depart from =, 

ye that work iniquity.” es EY 1 

To meditate on Gop as ſoon 5 we are 

capable of reaſoning, to apply afterwards to | 
chat meditation more and more, is a ſure 
path to holineſs, and a moſt powerful incen- 

tive to exert every poſlible effort to practiſe 

it with ns: - Even an ind and 
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hf limited knowledge of the wiſdom and DER 
Umighty, ſuch a knowledge as 

* acquire in the preſent life, muſt fill 
| our hearts with comfort and joy. Gop, in 


the glories of the goſpel diſpenſation, is the 


N 


rreaſures of benigniry! What effuſions of 


grace! He is amiable, adorable, beyond all 


no terms, our heart no ſentiments, adequate | 
to this ſublime ſubject. | 
We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that all the _ 


endeavours which we employ upon earth to 


know Go, ſhall not be loſt to us in heaven; 
and that thoſe who in this world ſhall ac- 
-quire the beſt knowledge of Him, will have, 


at their entrance into the habitations of 
Wy)" the e qualities moſt . for'ſecing 
5 „ Every 


i 
5 
5 


expreſſion, all conception: our language has 
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Every man, who ſhall not have been be 
wildered by falſe information; who ſhall. 
ſtedfaſtly have followed, through the inter- 

_ Poſing miſts of error, thoſe rays of light 
which Gop has diffuſed through the un 

_ verſe; and above all, he, Who favoured 5 
with chat ſhining li ght diſplayed in the gol. ; 
| pel, ſhall conſtantly have employed it as a 
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guide to direct him into the paths of truth; 


— 
-»» A. 8 N 
& ado. n 


0 in a word, every man who, uninfluenced by _ 
prejudice, ſhall not have adopted any of thoſe 


'$ 
i 
N 
| 


_ ſyſtems which give us falſe notions of our 


„ 
go 


great God, notions injurious to the divine 
majeſty, will have nothing to correct in the 
copy, which, faint as it is, now affords him 
fo much ſatisfaction. He ſees Gop only as 

_ through à glaſs; - he ſees him only at a dif- 
tance; yet at leaſt his glaſs i is true; if it re- 
preſents the image faintly and ö darkly, it 
FT. nap com 
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does not repreſent it falſely; ot anion ae 
| ſhall enter into the regions of bliſs, before 


the throne of Gop, he ſhall ſee Him i in the 
brightneſs of his glory. Happy here below, 
when we faintly diſcern him ſuch as he is; 
how ſupremely bleſt ſhall we be, when we 
ſhall „ behold him face to face; when we 
ce ſhall know, even as alſo we are known!“ | 


＋ 


1 Cor. xiii. 12. 


: ON THE 


LIFE TO COME. 


I Have as yet only conſidered what may 
 fatisfy our boundleſs curioſity in the know- 
ledge which we ſhall have of Gop in the 


future ſtate, but there are many other de- 
lightful ſentiments with which this know- 
ledge may inſpire us. 

When we contemplate objects which de- 
b — and which are beſides 
with our ſelf. love, or with our 
generous fo ſocial affections, then to the 


* N 


* 


- 
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9 of admiring, : are unites 
other pleaſures, which animate and extend it 


in proportion to the number and greatneſs 
of theſe objects. 1 will endeavour to ia. - 


trate this by a familiar example. 


Let me ſuppoſe myſelf conducted into = 


1. Palle, from thence into a garden, from 
thence into a beautiful country, where art 
and nature have united to form all which 

we can imagine pleaſant, commodious, and 
lovely. I have leiſure to admire the moſt 
ſtriking beauties: I do ſo, with the indif- 

ference of a ſtranger, who is immediately to 
quit theſe charming ſcenes, where neither 
himſelf nor his friends have the leaſt poſſeſ- 


ſion; but at the inſtant of my departure, my 
conductor ſtops to tell me, that all which 


I have juſt ſecn belongs to me and to my 
8 I. return: 1. remark, with an ex- 


treme , 


| (3 | 
5% 5 KS 
various 


7 


8 treme ike nn eue in the moſt triflin 4 
things, the moſt, ſcrupulous attention has 
been paid to our taſte; that even the ſmalleſt | 

: W is diſpoſed according to our fancy: 
then my admiration is raiſed to the higheſt 5 
| degree: the. little flower, artfully placed in 

that particular ſpot to gratify me, affords me 

a much more lively pleaſure than I had felt 

before in the contemplation of all the en- 
chanting beauties of this terreſtrial paradiſe. 
But the emotions of my heart towards him 
to whoſe goodneſs I owe this magnificent 

gift, are of a different nature, and diffuſe 
over my ſoul che ſweeteſt ſentiments of love 

and gratitude. | * 

Ibis will be our caſe j in heaven. Aka 

aſtoniſhed at the objects which will offer 

_ themſelves to our obſervation on every ſide, | 

and afterwards refleQin g on the goodneſs of 

.. 
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te Creator who has given them to us, 1 
diſpoſed our minds to enjoy them, we ſhall 
admire cheir ſeveral n to our facu % 
ties; and a minute examination of theſe will 
increaſe our admiration to > infinity, and con · 
rinually awaken in our hearts a new emo- 
tion of gratitude and love. + 9s 
5 To the proſpe& of this creaſure of fell - 
city, which will be diſplayed before our eyes, 
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. 


will be added the recollection of all which 


of i it to us. 


DO. Crs magic only felt below ? 
« Say, thro' what brighter realms ſhe bids it flow ; 
e To what pure ſpirits, in a nobler ſphere, 

_ « She yields delight, but faintly imag'd here.“ 7 


* 


We ſhall retrace, to a remote period, that 


amazin 8 el of combinations, circum- 


Go ſhall have done to ſecure the Pn 


- 


Thy LIFE To COME. 


i _ events; Frein the providence 
of Gop ſhall have brought to paſs to week : 
out our falvation. Our particular refleQic 
upon ourſelves will ſoon extend to the whole 
human race. In unfolding the work of our 
redemption, which will then be completed, 
we ſhall by degrees diſcover the depths of 
that wiſdom, and that love, which have 
ſhone forth in Jeſus Chriſt, and which at 
preſent the angels themſelves cannot totally 
penetrate. What here appears moſt obſcure 
in the diſpenſations of Providence, what 
ſometimes confounds, alarms, and diſcou- N 
rages us, will chen appear to have been evi- 
dently neceſſary to the divine ſyſtem, and 
the moſt myſterious parts to have been the 
moſt ſrilfully contrived and diſpoſed. 

In the ſame manner, with regard to the 
evil of this life, of which we now ſome- 


times 
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times complain ſo e Which we ſup- 
port with ſuch impatience, and which we 
every: moment fear ſhould betray us into inju- 

rious murmurs againſt our heavenly Father, - 

we ſhall perceive that to them we are in 

74 ſome degree i indebted for our ſtate of glory. 

Wich what joy ſhall we then reflect on theſe 

favourable evils, theſe happy afflictions! 
What tranſports of love and gratitude to 

Gop will be excited by this retroſpe& of | 

the paſt! | We ſhall continually recur | to this | 
affecting idea, and dwell upon it with rap- 
ture. Though here his deſigns ſometimes 
appear obſcure, and his diſpenſations myſ- 
terious; yet there we ſhall perceive that 
they had conſtantly been conducive to our 
happineſs; but that the ſtedfaſtneſs of his 
affection, and his profound knowledge of 

what would beſt contribute to our felicity, 

had 
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3 wo | impoſe upon. us 26k. 
pline accommodated to our diſpoſitions and 
our ſtate upon earth, and which conſequently © 
bad been ſometimes (ſevere. | Regarding | 
| then, in the true point of view, all his con- 
duct towards us, we ſhall diſcover an ad- 
mirable union of the tendereſt care, che 
moſt conſummate prudence, and the moſt 
inimitable kill, to guide and impel us in- 
ſenſibly towards a ſtate of everlaſting. hap- 
pineſs. The pleaſure of ſudpriſe, of a com- 
pariſon between our preſent and our paſt 
ſituation, all the augmentation which our 
Joy can receive from the moſt ſoothing re- 
A fleQions, we ſhall enjoy to the utmoſt. If 
our happineſs would be complete in itſelf, 
| without the aid of | ſuch a compariſon, what 
viracity of ſentiment will it not add to it! 
The contemplation of the diſpenſations of 5 
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When e us in this 
world, if we connect with that event a firm 
perſuaſion that ir is in a peculiar manner the 
effect of the approbation and favour with 
which Gop honours. us, we ſhall have in- 


finitely greater joy in that perſuaſion, than 


in the benefit itſelf which his providence has 


Juſt beſtowed upon us. The ſentiments of 
affection and gratitude, which ariſe in our 
minds towards a benefactor worthy of all 


our veneration, all our attachment, are far 
ſuperior in value to the gift which we re- 


ceive from him. This gift is a pledge of his 
© affeftion, and that conſideration awakens all 


our 
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| ow 1 RI aging) 1 in dy . 7 
2 7 cipally renders it precious to us. This is 

| true above all with regard to Gop; for be- 
ſides the reſent advantage which we enjoy, 
zeſides s the om ien, of wine | 


1 it e are the deſigns of the Moſt 

| High, and what will be his future dealing : 

| with us. His favour: once obtained, we do 
_ loſe it but by our own fault; there is no 
caprice, no inconſtancy, to be feared from 
GOD. What may we not then expect and 

hope! What ſweet emotions ariſe at once | 
1n our- ſouls! - And in heaven how clear, 
how convincing, will this argument be! 

: Here below, beſides that we are pre- . 

vented from beholding, by the © clouds and Tt 

& darkneſs which are round about, our 5 
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by habiration of his chrone; : and from m afing f 
that © joy unſpeakable and full of glory,“ - 
— pero of him would | 
fill every heart; befides this obſcurity, there 
is often another obſtacle, incomparably more ; 
difficult to ſurmount, and which we outs · 
ſelves create; this is fin. We are the ſame 
with regard to Gop, as we uſually are with : 
| regard to our friends; as ſoon as we have 
ated ill towards them, or in any manner 
rendered ourſelves leſs worthy of their af- : 
fection, we immediately feel our own dimi- | 
niſh. Frequently, in conſequence of the 
- injury which an unjuſt offender has com- 
mitted, he hates the offended per 


than he is hated by him. 


5 * x Pet. i. 8. 
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ot — evils, the greateſt and the 

moſt inſupportable is orie of conſcience. 

To thoſe who have been guilty of enormous 
Crimes, it is a ſenſation of inexpreſſible an- 
guiſn; eee eee 
groe of fin, creates in the mind unea 
_ and confuſion, in proportion to the ſentence 
which we paſs upon our a tions; and it is 
* Impoſſible ro clude the judgment of our own 
conſcience, or to render ourſelves cen 
to its awful voice. 

Sbame, as well as remorſe, is tw res 
vived by the fight of the perfon we have 
injured; it ſtrikes through the heart, and 
we fly, we abhor, whatever awaken it. 
The idea of a witnefs of our un orthineſs 


eſpecially when that witneſs is the ork 
with regard to whom we are guilty, is a 
 tormenting Ke. If to ſhame be added a 
well. : 


— 
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e bear vl ſulfering che pris 
ed we have then a domplicatio 


of emotions which diſtract us. Such is our 


deplorable ſituation with regard to Go b, 


when we have trampled on his ſacred laws, 
and deſpiſed his ſalutary counſels. The ſen- 


timents of ſoothing confidence, of ſincere 
and ardent. love, which we once felt to- 
wards him, are weakened by the ſhock of 


various oppoſite ſentiments. Our heavenly 
Father, who was once the ſource of our 
tranquillity, of our conſolation and joy, | be- 
comes a ſource of ſhame. and fear; and if 
we are. not dili gent to ſuppreſs this tumult . 
in our ſouls, by ſincere repentance and 
ſpeedy amendment, we expoſe ourſelves to 
the moſt formidable of all dangers, that of 
changing into averſion thoſe ſentiments of 
i TD duty and affeRion which we once felt 


/ 


i. 
4 


towards 
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| * rowards that blo! and almighty: Being. 
lk we were always wiſe and virtuous, we 
ſhould here enjoy, in a high degree, the 
1 pleaſure of lovin g Gop; but even thoſe who 
have made the greateſt progreſs in the work 
of ſanctiſication, have always ſufficient cauſe 
to reproach themſelves. This is what prin- 
c tipallycools that celeſtial ardour, and night 
b much bitterneſs with all its gratifications. | | 
i: heaven this great obſtacle will be re- 
moved. If at firſt we ſhould feel ſome de- 
| gree | of ſhame, on the recolle&ion of the 
numerous weakneſſes, omiſſions, and errors, 
| which had interrupted the work of our ſanc- 
rification, and ſhould be confuſed at obtain- 
ing rewards ſo greatly ſurpaſſin g all which 
we could reaſonably expect from our cares 


and exertions; cares ſo continually inter- 
rupted, exertions frequently o lan guid; 
theſe 


5 hole painful reſlections will 
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alleviated by che propitious Appelt Tow - 
Heavenly Father, and afte wards ous los 
ſorbed in the profuſion of his favours 
Having once and for ever caſt away our 
“ ſins,”” and ceaſed to « remembe Is 
« quities;”* having accepted our TR in» 
tentions and our feeble endeavours, he will = 
obviate at the moment of our entrance into 
glory, by every teſtimony of paternal affec- 
tion, all which might give us  uncaſineſs, 
Like the indulgent and tender father, in the 
affecting parable of the prodigal ſon; who, = 
inſtead of uttering the leaſt ch to 
returning penitent, was anxious to dry up 
| his tonne, e to hace him, and be· 
| veneb; V will not rank: us time to recal 


—— — — — CCC :——?H] :! 


? Mea i 19. oe x Heb. vill. 24, 


to 


— 


is 0; 1 minds thoſe painful 
3 is incuble goodncls will exclude for « ever 
and ever. e 
In dur preſent FEED we are oncanced * 
; thoſe dangerous enemies of our ſoul, temp- 
| rations. However important may be the 
5 advantages which we have obtained, and 
however firm may be our confidence in fu- - 
ture victo rie through the grace of Gop, 
yet we muſt t ſtill ſuſtain the combat; we are 
expoſed to iſe, and frequently, alas! we re 
yield to it. We mult live in a ſtate of con- 
tinual watchfulneſs, leſt, in an unguarded 
moment, we ſhould be led aſtray from the 
path of duty; for our adverſary the 
« devil, as a roaring lion, walketh e 
64 ſeeking whom he may devour.”* How 
delightful then will be < that rm and 
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peace, which we ſhall enjoy, when hoe 1 hall | 
be our happy ſituation, ſuch our 3 
ſtrength, that, inſtead of temptations to 


| guard againſt, we ſhall ind, in every objet 


around us, ſomething to afford an e 8 
820 exertiſe to our virtue. „ 8 


this wor; das: above all, from che . 
neſs we ſhall experience at our entrance into 
the next, we may deduce prophetic conſe- 
quences, which will be a tranſporting anti- 5 
cipation of thoſe degrees of glory and feli- 
city, which we ſhall not at firſt poſſeſs. T 
am in the harbour of ſalvation, ſafe from a 
| thouſand dangers from which I have juſt 
| eſcaped: they exiſt no longer, except in my | 
| remembrance. Theſe dangers, formerly ſo , 
terrible, now only form a ſtrong contraſt, 
which makes me feel more ſenſibly my pre- 


5 LO LIFE To con. e 
be eee aid Mwö whe 
: midſt f my friends, I look forward only to 
pleaſures, pure, infinitely varied, and eternal. 
. r esse 
yet there are 


delights of ſuch a ſituation 
circumſtances in this world, which may per- 


: haps/convey to che mind a faint idea of "© 


For example, you eſcape miraculouſly from 
a ſhipwreck; you land amidſt che embraces 


| of beloved friends, from whom you had 
en ſeparated for many years, and whom | 


mow had ſcarcely hoped to meet again; you 
hear the fea ſtill roaring behind you, but in 


vainz you find. yourſelf i in a peaceful and 
charming aſylum, amidſt the ſweeteſt tranſ- 
ports of the tendereſt affection. Such a 
<« deliverance,” ſays the elegant and amiable | 
Dr, BEATTIE, « will every good man meet ; 
* vic at laſt when he is taken nn, | 
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t en bes mater 

| = | * the evils of life, and. awakes/ in ae re. 

_ + on the world is wehte wit «fur 
Ob 3 dated 2 


1 — 4 we eee ante 
=} 4 © ſweet ſerenity of a ſummer morning. 
. +08 1 5 All will be joy and exultation. The bit- 
eee beams which mingle with che foren of 
_ Bi - this life, will then be totally dried up, No 
more. remorſe, no more ſhame or anxiety, 
ſhall there interrupt our felicity: (allow me 
to uſe ſome repetition and recapitulation, 
for we return with pleaſure to fach objects, 
and love to dwell upon them:) from review- 
ing, in the records of the paſt, the depths of 
the wiſdom and mercy of Gop, we ſhall de- 
rive a a thouſand inexpreſſible pleaſures. In 
| refleting 
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chat dangerous paſſage, which, in ſpite of ſo . 


many errors and wanderings, {hall at length, 
through the indulgence and aſſiſtance of our 


heavenly Father, have conducted us to that 0 
happy abode; we ſhall find, not only in the 


beſt actions and moſt favourable events of 


our lives, but in our misfortunes, our dan- 


gers, and even in our failings, ſubjects for 


aniration ana joy. On the other ade the | 


immenſity of that futurity to which we ſhall 
look forward, will be a boundleſs perſpec- 


tive, preſenting a progreſſrve ſucceſſion, a 


conſtant and incxhauſtible ſtore of know- 
ledge and pleaſure, of amiable ſentiments, 
and © generous. deſigns; 3 which, uneclipſed, 
and uninterrupted, continually extend the 
amazing proſpect, and augment the magni» 


8 _ gradual, 


ficent ſeene; aſcending, through a ſtate of 
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which furround us. Thoſe beams of light 


the Lomb, will have diſperſed every cloud, 


; HO ber. conſtant improvement, tot e 
centre of all . and nee cog throne 
of the Moſt High: ee . 

Theſe proſpects, ſo * . | n 
will alſo include all the intelligent beings 


and life, which proceed from the throne of 


and diſpelled every ſhadow of death. They 
. will diffuſe around a perfect een an in- 
effable and glorious j joy. | 5 
lt is not ſufficient to be happy ode . 
or rather we cannot be happy alone: it is 
alſo neceſſary that all thoſe ſhould be made 
happy, who are capable of becoming ſo. 
What pleaſure muſt a generous ſoul derive 
from contemplating the Supreme Being, 
continually eſtabliſhing g. without partiality, 0 
all the Aa which i 1s fuirable to every 


one, 


4 1 LS 1 7 
; : | 
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pay or of which every one is fulceprible, NP 
| But of this noble pleaſure we are entirely ü e 
deſtitute here below. None of our fellow- - 
creatures are perfectly happy, and a great 
number of them are in a ſtate of ſuffering. ; 
This alone would be ſufficient to render the 5 
happineſs of the preſent life imperfect, even 
if it were a ſituation in other reſpects the 
moſt deſirable. - If, with the affurance of 
our own ſafery, we cannot connect that of 
the ſafety of the friends whom we love, our 
tranquillity muſt be very imperfect. But in 
heaven, our friends, (if they have not been 


totally unworthy of that name) our deareſt 


friends, will be with us, in perfect ſecurity, | 
in the preſence of our benevolent Gop. | 


The power of pain and death over them, as 


well as over ourſelves, will have ceaſed; and 
coploquently: all that n, and thoſe 


variations 


pen 10 eee kde 60 wile; fo 
good, fo refined, both in body and foul, we | 
OT pr nn Wee ORE 
and always fre. 
Happy in WED and i nn 
ve ſhall alſo rejoice in the feli eliciry of all 
around us. To feel ſincerely and forcibly 
| the happineſs of others, is in ſome meaſure 


to increaſe our cn, in proportion to the 
number of the bleſſed. This will be more 


particularly conſidered when I ſpeak of our 
ſentiments in regard to our fellow. creatures; 
but it is principally to Gov, that all the 
varions ſentiments which I have mentioned 

' muſt be referred. He will be the great 
| object of our love, the ſtrength of our con- 
fidence, and the ſource of all our happineſs. 
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attachment, the inexhauſtible treaſure, as 


well as the original cauſe, of our greateſt 


pleaſures; we ſhall not only trace his hand 
continually, in every new effect of his wiſ- 


CC 


dom and beneficence, but He himſelf will 
penetrate even to the inmoſt receſſes of our 


hearts. He has formed them, he ſces them, 


and Amon their moſt ſecret ſentiments. It 
is Dos put nnn ke os 


8 


7 
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ray 


y attract our attention to „ Him, In. 

| beer we bis adress 
it will be in Him that we ſhall ſee the glo- 

n of univerſal felicity, which ſhall 

increaſe through all eternity: in a word, ac- - 

6" to the admirable: expreſſion of Sr. 
Paul, he will be © all in all.” He will not 
only be the moſt eſſential object of all our 
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of our felicity, and ir will be in ds preſence 
that we ſhall find fulneſs of joy. Nothing is 

too vaſt for his power, og too »diffcul | 


& - 8 


F | 


for his PR | 


his goodneſs. What a a variety of F delightful 
ſentiments he will create in us, in manifeſt- 
5 ing himſelf to us as he is; and in giving 
room to our liberty, our underſtandings, 


and our affections, to exert themſelves AC- 
cording to our wiſhes 


in the purſuit of our greateſt good! - 


He ſhall be all in all! Wee this 


| good Gop will fill our ſouls with that joy 


which his adorable preſence will diffaſe 
throughout the univerſe. All which is 


| pleaſing, all which is tranſporting, in admi- 


ration, in gratitude, in love, in confidence, 
in hope; in. the anticipated accompliſhment 
of the generous wiſhes formed by a noble 
heart, 


5 
4 
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+ Is going ih friterial alajy, in 
: the proſpect of an infinite variety of bleſſings, 5 
0 at which we ſhall ſooner or later arrive, all N 
1 adapted to contribute in ſome meaſure to 
our happineſs; and finally in che proſpect of 


an eternal augmentation of excellence and 7 55 


felicity;—all this we ſhall poſſeſs and enjoy 
Without allay, and with warmth and energy 

of ſentiment, which we neither feel, nor can c 
feel, here below; for the Loxp himſelf, 
from whom eee < every good and 
e every perfect gift, will be © the portion 
of our inheritance” to all eternity. 
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T Shan dow make a few obſervations on 
thoſe ſentiments which will ariſe from our 


connexion with our fellow-creatures, and 
with the other inhabitants of the manſions 
of immortality. 

We are fo formed for ſociety, that we 
cannot imagine happineſs without it. The 
idea of an abode where it would be impoſ- 
ſible for us to meet with any of our fellow- 
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creatures, a deſert iſla 


which we might be caſt by RPE has | 
| ſomething in it melancholy and dreadful. 


In vain ſhould that iſland be repreſented as 


. the garden of Eden; this 'would have no 


influence upon us. But let us ſuppoſe that 


a ſecond ſhipwreck ſhould caſt on the ſame. 


coaſt rwo or three perſons, poſſeſſed of ta- 
lents and merit to deſerve our eſteem; this 
idea immediately diffuſes over our heart con- 
ſolation and Tye This e! does not i 


Foul may fe from each other, in pro- 
curing the neceſſaries of life. Though na- 
ture herſelf ſhould have formed for us a | 
commodious and agreeable habitation, tho? = 


our food ſhould ſpring up ſpontaneouſly, | 
though the uſeful animals ſhould come to 


us of their own accord, or ſuffer themſelves 


4 * 
1 4 5 | 
\ ro 


# e COME. 


bp chi could not e for the abſence of 
cvery being upon whom we could fix that 


ſocial affection by which our hearts are ani- 


mated. All which: might give us pleaſure, 
if we were not alone, would i in ſolitude: be- 
OMe _— and weariſome. | 


n Solitude | 
« What happineſs? Who can enjoy alone, 
Or all enjoying, what Sen anden 


.to be taken an ramed wirhour difficulty; all | 


"Ki is not therefore becauſe we could; not 


A 5 fubſiſt, or not without painful and continual 
. exertions, that we love our fellow- creatures; 
but becauſe we are formed to love them; 


theirs towards us, are the principal. ſources, | 


che great ſprings of our feliciry, It is true 


that the caprices and vices of thoſe with 
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tions; 11 3 change into s | 


| I our. ſtrongeſt gs eee ee 90 
Then theſe affections reſemble affrighted 
birds; after A long and wavering flight, if i 

chey reſt any where at laſt, it is without 


confidence, and every moment prepared to | 


fly off again. This ſuſpicious diſpoſition is 


frequently very exceſſive; and it is generally 
_ owing in a great meaſure to ourſelves. | 


In judging of the actions of others, and 


eſpecially of ſuch actions as are evidently . 
doubtful, we are too apt to ſuffer ourſelves 


to be biaſſed by prejudice. Thus an under. 
ſtanding, on other occaſions juſt and pene- | 
trating, may be deceived; and this error is | 


the more fatal, as it is certainly unjuſt and 


crugh... A man endued with excellent moral 
| faculties, 


| 


bs 4 


ip EIU 7b 
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faeuli : which he has affiduouſly cultivated; © & &@« || 

| n in every action What NY Y 

motives would on ſuch an occaſion infallibly 

have influenced himſelf. He diſcovers ſome 

_ Juſt cauſes for | ſuſpicion, but his impartial 1 

mind is in a ſtate to decide, according to the 

ſtricteſt rules of equity, whether the fact 

: may be conſidered in the moſt advantageous 1 

light, or whether there be a ſtrong founda- 
tion for doubt; and he concludes with humi- 1 
lirp, that at the worſt it may be one of thoſe 

actions in which ſome evil is blended with 

the good. But thoſe obſervers, ä who yield 
imperceptibly to a ſecret jealouſy, or who 
prefer the reputation of penetration to that 
of charity, have not recourſe to laudable | 

- motives, if they can without them explain PI 
the myſtery with an air of plauſibility, or Wnt 
with the hope of pleaſing the multitude. . 

e . 
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| | Top oh aſſert that ſuch n * 7% had 
no part in the action; and applauding them. 
ſelves for ſuch an ingenious diſcovery, they 
g raiſe it as a trophy to their pride; for pride * 
£8 generally gives riſe to that falſe po ic NO 
. makes us judge ſo rigorouſly of the a 
of others./ If ſuch be the weakneſs of ﬀ_ | 
nature, that we muſt one _ or other _ 8 
viate from the point of perfect 1 
finitely r more for our own comfort, and for 
that of all around us, that we ſhould err 
on the ſide of affeftion and benevolence. ä 
It is better to be expoſed to che danger of 
deception, than to torment ourſelves With 
nt * ee 5 nn ms ima- 
- ginary.. 
Again: 8 poſſeſſed by ſome _ 
ſion which prevents us from cultivating dili- | 
gently theſe ſweet affections, we ſuffer them 
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u R 0 o- pl j 
we ns; "OY enfeebled, till we render * „„ 
almoſt infenſible to them; our ſelf-love be. „ 
comes confined; it can no longer chern 11 
even thoſe ſentiments which were the moſt 5X &:* Of 
calculated to gratify it. By thus negleAting, | 1 [ ö 
and leaving mexerciſed, our ſocial and „ 
nerous diſpoſitions, we accaltbm ourſelves 3 Ll C 
CE degrees to conſider our fellow-creatures 
as ſo many inſtruments from which we may 5 
derive ſome advantage in the affairs of life: 
but we loſe the idea of the pleaſure which 8 
ariſes from the exerciſe of benevolent affec- FR 
tions. Still more; we ſuffer to perth in oor | . 
ſouls the ſublime ſatisfaction of deſiring the 
happineſs of others, without any intereſted 
1 to our own: then we regard with in- 
— ifference thoſe who c: cannot render us any 
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— amuſement. Confined within a narrow 
Ve | ſphere, 
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aa we do not extend. our ciel lee. 
tions beyond a ſmall number of fri ds: 
perhaps there may be ſome who, arch 5 
| ſpeaking, cannot be ſaid to love any one 3 


But even 0 9 ls wt FY 
faults of others, and partly through their 
own, are thu? almoſt contracted within them- 
| ſelves, would, with the moſt pleaſing. ſur-. 
priſe, feel themſelves animated by ſentiments 
of affection towards all around them, wie 
they be aſſured that they were all eſtimable 
and amiable, and inſpired with a ee and 
tender regard for them. 5 Eo. 

This will be our caſe in heaven. we 
dall be ſecure of meeting, in each of the 
+ bleſſed, with every diſpoſition, every affec- 
don, every ſentiment, which. we > would with 
to l in a chem. Be. 

We 
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we all have a natural defre tobe' 


3 ed and beloved. The fact is inconteſtible. 

This is an admirable motive to induce us to 
exert all our faculties in the moſt advan- 
tageous manner; to unite ourſelves to each 


other by the friendſhip; to per- 


form the nobleſt actions. The wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God are diſplayed in this diſ- 


poſition of our hearts. In this world, the - 
various imperfections of human nature, both 


in ourſelves and others, often prevent us 
from gratifying that noble deſire. But the 


worſt of men cannot entirely diveſt them- 
ſelves of regard for the approbation of their 
fellow-creatures. That affection and eſteem 


which by means of certain qualities and 


actions we may have loſt with ſome, we en- 


| deavour to regain with others by different 5 


qualities and an altered conduct; but * 
ſucceſs is always uncertain. 
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habitants, being * 
| able vil beconſtanty eſteemed and beloved. | 
We ſhall no longer be deceived, with re- 
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. All is in. 
eſtimable and ami- 


gard either to che proper objects of eſteem 


and friendſhip, or the proper means of i in- 
5 : ſpiring them with the fame ſentiments to- 
_ wards: ourſelves. | 


Endued with the moſt excellent 


4 x : 


far more ſuſceptible than we now are of 
moral Ai ; zealous imitators of Gop, 


whom we ſhall then ſee continnally ce face 


4 to face: we ſhall love all thoſe innumer- 


able | beings who will eternally ſurround his 


"throne, with a warmth, a delicacy, and a 
conſtancy, which we can but imperfectly 


conceive in this world. | Gop loves us bet- 


ter, infinitely better, than the moſt tender 
| father loves his ey ſon. His affection for ; 


: us will animate whe! fr te 
1 ing all our fellow -e ratur 
we ſhall feel for them tive) 


* 


with which we are naturally infpred Jo 

onſidered by thoſe who are 
dear to us nag worthy of theirs, We ſhall 
Wo — 1 being, for Gop, and 
| circumſtance ao will 


every object, 


4 Here it is 0 | oer we 3 
meet with jarring intereſts, miſunderſtand- 
ings, obſcurities, and difficulties, in our 


affairs and claims, diſcuſſions on property, 


oppreſſive cuſtoms, tyrannical prejudices, 


and falſe notions; from whence anc fears, 


ſaſpicions, and mn, Add to theſe, the 


danger we incur of making an improper 8 


_ ang the Gifficulty of inſpiring others 
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e eren confider 6 As 


duſies and wars between entire n: 10083 
the diſadvantageous opinions, the enmities, 
which a. trifle ſuddenly produces, are fo- 
mented and increaſed through ſucceeding 


ages; in a word, innumerable events, both 
public and private, deſtroy mutual affection, 
or render it feeble, parti 2 


However well diſpoſed we may be, it is 
not poſſible for this ſentiment to influence 


our hearts in its full force and extent. 


Either from a deficiency of deſerving ob- 
jects, or from various other accidental cauſes, 
it ſeldom happens, in the courſe of a long 


: ne, that we acquire more than rwo or three 
friends towards whom we can indulge it 
vwithout conſtraint or diminution; ſome de- 


fe, ſome trifling circumſtance, reſtrains or 
interrupts itz 1 even in the happieſt friend. 
ſhips, 


5 Ta LIFE To coun 


5 


tips the impoſſibility of coatenally4 emjoy- 
ing the ſociety of all the objects Pg 
affection, the neceſſity of ſeparating from 
ſome in order to affociate with others, ren- 


der our tendereſt connexions in this world 5 
ſources of pain as well as of pleaſure. ö 
In the mutual ſervices which we render 
to each other, there are generally ſeveral 
imperfections: : perhaps we defer them too 
long; we do not extend them to the utmoſt; 
in conferring a favour we may fail to ob- 
ſerve a proper delicacy, and give pain to the 
perſon obliged by our manner of beſtowing 
a benefit; when we have been great bene- 
factors, we are apt almoſt inſenſibly to aſſume 
an authority, which thoſe who are the ob- 


jets of our kindneſs feel, without venturing 


to complain of it, On the other fide, thoſe * 
wn have received obli gations, though really 
6 | 5 conn 


* 
* 
5 
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| are/ofien a cred wid veg the a 


conferring i it, Pace inattention to that ſubtile 
efſence* which conſtitutes the gracious in word 
or action; or, finally, that aſcendancy which 
the benefactor gains, and of which he _ 


times makes an improper uſe: —all 
diſturb and weaken gratitude, diſcourage and 
abate affeftion. „„ 0 wh 
How uncommon” is perfect mutual affec- 
tion here below! Beſides various ſubjects 
for reciprocal diſtruſt, what a trifle diſquiets 
us! And thoſe almoſt imperceptible defects, 
which occaſion | ſight —_— few 
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| 5 1 are ſufficiently unprejudiced, 1 to dif- 
% cover clearly j in themſelves, or to bear with 


and tHankfulneſs to be told of 


em by others; and how few are there | 85 


who ever eradicate them entirely! 


In converſation, and in our ſocial recrea- 


tions, many little difficulties ariſe, which 
greatly diminiſh the pleaſure they mi ight 


afford. Such are, the conſtraint often im- 


poſed upon us; our uncertainty of what at- 
tentions, or what ſubjects of diſcourſe, would 
be the moſt acceptable; the reſerve, the in- 


difference, the ignorance of ſome; the ex- 
ceſſive vivacity and arrogance of others; 


amuſements ill choſen, in which we neglect : 


and offend ſome perſon, - becauſe a ſeparate 
intereſt interpoſes; a failure in reſpectʒ 


marked preferences, which render ſome in- 
4 and raiſe jealouſy and indigna- 
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each other, or to faffer no one to ve bend 
but themſelves. theſe means the moſt 
ſting "converſations : degenerate. Into 
broken ſentences, without order, and with- 
out conſiſtency; ; or change into tedious og 
liloquies,” which reduce a 'man of taſte to 

ſolitary meditation in the (midſt of a lar : 
company; as few people have attained to 
chat perfect politeneſs which can givea long 
and uninterrupted attention to that which is 
difagreeable or unintereſting, hotwithſtand- 


ing it is fo neceſſary to the real comfort of 
life: all this creates diſguſt, reſtleſſneſs, im- 
mae and a deſire to be elſewhere. 


te Theſe, and a thouſand grief minute as theſe, 
c Corrode our comfort, and deſtroy our eaſes. = 


* Poem on Senſibility. | ve 
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1 by” various n n which 
atrud themſelyes into ſociety, even amongſt 
thoſe who have always the inclination; to 
render it it agreeable, and talents to enable 5 
chem to do ſo. 33 

That all theſe dee ieee will 1 ex- | 
r e iced, Ce 
when we conſider the difference of our fo «+ | 
culties, ſentiments, and ſituation there. An h 
unbounded: « e, united hearts, ſouls 
open to each other, celeſtial benevolence; 
a fovereign contempt for thoſe vain diſtinc- | 
tions which flatter our ds; imaginations 
here ebene a pure and ardent affection, and 
of chat, an unwearied en- 
devour 0 . 

creatures, by gratifying to the utmoſt 

of our - power their mn. and taſtes; 
5 V = 5 inclinations 


3 


— 
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diſcover en at hs firſt interview EPA | 
appears evident to me, that with all theſe 


favourable circumſtances, a real and reaſon- 
able politeneſs, that politeneſs which, pro- 
ceeding from the heart where charity reigns, 
excludes all troubleſome formalities, and 
exerts the moſt obliging nenten, will 
univerſally prevail amongſt ſuch beings as 


the inhabitants of heaven 1 mult, be 5: 


to be. 

Not only an eppes of intereſts can 
have no place there, but on the contrary, 
all our intereſts muſt neceſſarily be united, 


If the objects which might be profitable to 


us, were ſufficiently abundant to be equally 


uſeful to us all; or if they were of ſuch a 
nature, that each of us * obtain the 


557 ow 
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of them, akon. deſtroying or”. 


4 diminiſhing that of others; if every one, 0 
fr ſatisfied with his own pr eſen t pleaſures, 

' patiently waiting *rill his lawful exertions 
bond procure greater for him, regarded 


thoſe of others with no view but to congra- 
tulate them ſincerely upon their enjoyment 


of them: in ſhort, if the happineſs of each _ 
individual, far from being prejudicial 'to 
others, augmented the felicity of all; and 


if every affeQion, concentered in the Su- 


preme Being, tended in conformity with his 
to promore that univerſal feliciry,—it is evi- | 
dent that each particular intereſt, inſtead of 


oppoſing the general advantage, would be 
cloſely connected with it; and that common 


intereſt would unite every heart by indifſo- 


luble bands. „ 7 


— 
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"This ein be our bauen n bares 
ee our mutual affection, trengt 
our progreſs in knowledge and virtue, ani- 
. mated by the preſence and by the love of 
Gov, encouraged by every thing aro ad 
us, free from all impediments, and 
from all ndifference;a—nill be more arden 
hd dender eee ed M of the 
bleſſed, than that which we now feel for 
; the moſt beloved friend. Amongſt ſo many 
| of aſſoc xs in flicity, we ſhall nor 
exclude one from this univerſal regard; yet 
the multiplicity of the objects of our frie 
ſhip will not diminiſh its force. We may 
be convinced of this, as we have many ex- 
amples here below which in ſome meaſure 
prove it to us. A father and mother who 
have a numerous family, or a perſon Who 
| paſſes his life amidſt a circle of choſen 
| friends, 


1 


5 enen c 
ee ke his e ae the Fray his 
: | friends, without any individual depriving the 
reſt of the ſentiments due to them; they + 
5 love. them all ſincerely and tenderly; ; they 
cannot loſe one of them without feeling a 
ſevere pang. I do not fay that they have 
an equal affeQion for them all; that is not 
neceſſary; and I am far from ſuppoſing that 
n particular friendſhips will be excluded from 
| heaven. There, probably, as well as upon | 
earth, will be thoſe ſingular affinities, and 
favourable « .concurrences, which, united with 
true merit, form thoſe friendſhips, ſo inti- 
mate, fo precious, and fo uncommon, the 
mere idea of which is ever ſoothing to the 
ſoul. Will thoſe who by the moſt diligent | 
exertions ſhall have eſtabliſhed ſuch an union 

up on earth, loſe the fruit of all their cares 


* a * T ö * ; * 
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in the manſſons of glory and hu 
„ not. i 


| 6 There thy bright wat, nk Khawdhiy; 6 85 
I No more to part, to mingle tears no more! 
Aud, as the ſoftening hand of time endears 
F « 'The joys and ſorrows of our infant years; : 

« So there the ſoul, ny GE FL. 
cc Smiles at the little cares and ills of life, | 
« Its lights and ſhades, its ane ede. 


« As at Ar ed charm'd her vacant hours. ” 

The imagination, ever active, ever in- 
 quiſitive, loves to anticipate futurity, and 
to form airy ſcenes of happineſs, which, f 
when they relate to this world alone, fre- 
quently fade and vaniſh away. But when f 
we extend our views to the realms of ever- 


| 5 laſting felicity, we may ſafely indulge our- 
3 ſelves in contemplating the enchanting proſ- 
1 pes, which, founded on faith, and illumi- 
N * Pleaſures of Memory. - 35 

. | F | nated 


bY a "ER" . 
2 3 8 FF 
* er 9 


n ; 
= r * — 


ru LIFE. ro COME. | 00g 
_nated 4 by hope, will Wente b ona 
rer approach, increaſin g more and more. 
une the perfect day. We may anticipate the 
happineſs we ſhall there derive from the re- 


newal of our earthly friendſhips; and ſuch 


reflections will conſole the afflicted hearr, 


When every other comfort fails. 


When a fond parent weeps over a de- 


parted child, what conſolation can the world 


afford? Let us ſuppoſe that child to be 


_ the only ſon of his mother, and ſhe a widow; 
in vain her friends attempt to ſoothe her 


ſorrows; chey cannot awaken in her ſoul 
thoſe tranſportin g ſenſations which the fond | 
careſſes of her child continually excited; - 


ſenſations which only parents feel. * 


contemplates her once ſuffering infant trans- 
formed | into an _ of * ſhe ſubmits | 
with 


e 8810 hy ferers of 3 ſhall 5 
agdͤſcend to the throne of Gop, and be wel- 5 
comed to thoſe bliſsful regions by a glorious = 
angel, once the innocent cauſe of her tears, 
but thenceforth the ſweet companion and 
joyful promoter of her eternal felicity! _ 
How often is a ſon deprived of an affec- 
tionate and virtuous father, at that early 
period of life, when, aſſailed by tempta- 
tions, and deceived by falſe appearances, a 
prudent guardian is moſt requiſite to guide 
his ſteps in ſafety through ſurrounding dan- 
gers. What muſt be che tranſport of. fuch 
a father, when he ſhall meet his ſon enter- 


ing into the regions of celeſtial peace, to 
receive the reward of a virtuous and holy 
life; | 
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advantages he had received. APE: hole; prin 7 1 5 
ales of piety, and thoſe examples of vir. 1 
tue, by which his paternal care had eſtab- 

liſhed his heart in the right way, during the : 

rears of childhood; which had influenced 


le o ben her him 


his conduct to the laſt moment of his mor- 
tal exiſtence, had pointed out to him the 


path ef life, and taught him to paſs with re- 
ligious courage through the N 6. rhe 


un death! 1 RO, Fg 
What muſt be the feelings of the pious 


| paſtor, when he ſhall meet thoſe happy ſpi- 
rits over whom he had watched in this life 


with parental care and tenderneſs; to-whom 
he had diſplayed, in their moſt attractive 


colours, the ſacred doctrines of the goſpel: 


the timid, whom he had inſpired with con- 


V fidence; the enten whom he had 


— 


—— 
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fulneſs; che proud, whom he had 
to humility. How will he rejoice to behold 3 


_ tings ſhall have defended the truths of re- 
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— 


truction; -the . 
| _ he had 3 to watch- 


| converted 


their felicity, and to hear them acknowledge 
their gratitude to him, while with religious 


Joy he ſhall behold. in himſelf the accom- 
pliſhment of that promiſe of ſcripture, <* they 

chat turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall 
E ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever. : 


| Thoſe whoſe precepts and example ſhall 


have extended beyond the ſhort duration of 


their own life, and the narrow ſphere in 
which they moved upon earth; whoſe wri- 


k 8 ion againſt the attacks of falſe philoſophy, 


— AAA CARA LAs > 0 IE — Deke or h + 


and aſſerted. the as" of pure morality. i in 


+ nt praiſes to he Land Kt giveth wiſ- 


dom, who enabled them to employ their | 


_ , talents to his glory ; and whilſt in heaven 
they rejoice in the effects of their labours, 


with thoſe glorified ſpirits who had derived 
inſtruction from them upon earth, they will 


' find confirmed this facred truth, that © the 
« fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſ⸗ 

e dom, and the rw of it endureth for 
«© ever. 1 8 


Perhaps ſome a ener of opinion, ſome 


unfortunate miſunderſtanding, had ſeparated 
on earth thoſe who once were tenderly at- 
tached to each other; circumſtances, which 


could not be explained, had weakened 


| eſteem, and interrupted - friendſhip; but 


„ OS Refs when © 


will offer 


7 
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"when! all the miſts of error thall- va 


world, thall be aka by his 8 | 
cious Maſter as his good and faithful ſervant, 
with what rapture 1 will that friendſhip. be re- 
newed, which no doubts, no ſuſpicion, can 
ever more diſturb: while thoſe whoſe" en-. 


der attachment, founded on mutual eftec 


and confirmed by continual proofs of reci- 5 


procal affection, had remained unſhaken, 


even by that ſtroke of death which ſeparatẽd 
them for a time, will, when they ſhall meet 


in the heavenly manſions, look forward to 


dhe everlaſting enjoyment of thoſe bleſſings 
| which flow from the indulgence of the ſo. 
cial affections, and above all, from virtuous 


friendſhip. They will fear no interruption 
to their feliciry; for time, and all its arten- 


8 


1 VLA en a that harmony of mind, 
4 Where * and peace immingle charms.” | 


| Such an union ſuppoſes an aſſemblage on 
both ſides of every virtue; a fervent piety | 
and ſtedfaſt probity, an extent, a delicacy 
of benevolence, and of ſocial affections, 
which, withour being able abſolutely to con- 5 


quer defects and weakneſſes, induce us mu- 


| tually to endure and pardon them. The 
general effedts of theſe diſpoſitions and ſen- | 
timents will continue for ever; and why not 
then this particular intimacy? | Will not a 
connexion, founded on che ſame baſis as our 


| eternal felicity, endure like that for ever 
and ever? R s pleaſing hope « conſlitures 
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55 here bidow che Welt fee alien Folia 
„„ conſolation of thoſe friends who are ſepa- 
© rated by death: it prevents this terrible 
| 5 8 1 enemy of all thoſe who live without Hope, 
bo ©. _ and without Gov in the world, from de- 
5 priving us, by the very idea of his ap- 
proach, of che tranſporti ng pleaſures of 
5 friendſhip. - We may believe that this ſweet 
hope will not deceive us; but that, like all 
the others which are founded upon the 
a goodneſs 57 God, and upon what is moſt 
laudable in ourſelves, and moſt worthy of 
his approbation, „ it will never be deſtroyed, 
until that which is perfect being come, that 
hich is in part ſhall be done away, and 


— 


— — 
I? i et 
"ne = Ge. * 


— EB 
— — ä — —— . — * 
* 4 * 
* 
4 
= 
* 
* 


= 


9 "= mA. 
3 ** RW 
RT —— — : 


c * a N f 
——— — — —— KV rt Se 
* 
F 4 


a —— 


Faith be loſtin fight, and hope in joy!” | 
The inequality of rank which we have 
| reaſon to believe will be cſtabliſhed amongſt 


un H. Moxz's Sacred Dramas 


_— 


18 


1 the glorified ſpirits will not create envy o 


paſſions ariſe only from a conflict of real or 
of i imaginary intereſts, and from the abuſe © | 


and imag) pp 
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afy in our purified ſouls.* Theſe N. 


of a noble ambition, Which is inſeparable l 
from an intelligent being. But a conflict of 
real intereſts will have no place i in heaven; 
tion will, without doubt, 
be equally excluded from thence, for it pro- 

ceeds only from our errors. With regard 


to that ambition which i is natural to us, that 


conſtant defire to exalt and Improve our- 
{elves, we ought. to cheriſh and encourage 


it; but when we direct chat e 


* It appears from ſeveral texts of ſcripture, that a dif- 
ference of rank prevails amongſt: the angels. See Rom. 
viii. 38, Epheſ. i. 21. Col. i. 26. And the ſame differ- 
ence between the bleſſed in heaven ſeems to be alluded to 
by our Saviour, Matth. xi. IT; xxv. AF 33s — Luke 
XX. 15, 19. | | | 

x 2: which 
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x ch is in n itſelf ſo worthy of as, when we 


ſuffer ourſelves to be governed by an ex- 


travagant and impetuous imagination, we 
perſuade ourſelves that the exaltation of 
another debaſes us, chat his r feli. 


city diminiſhes our own; and, judging only 


by a fooliſh compariſon, we imagine that 
to prevent others from equalling or excelling 
us, is to advance ourſelves, and that our 
happineſs will be augmented, in proportion 
"as: ee is diminiſhed. Theſe falſe and 


cruel ideas will not enter into the of 


the bleſſed, all will be rectiſied there, and 
the nobleſt ſentiments will prevail in their 
utmoſt purity and luſtre. 


Tf envy were not totally emdicated from 


our minds, an equality of rank amongſt the 
Inhabitants of heaven would not prevent it 
from 1 its baneful influence: even if 


we 


R 


'S 


| FB far a all comp Be- | 
ings, yet then the Creator himſelf would 
become the object of our envy, which, re- 


gardleſs of the height to which we had 


already e n {till aſpire to be ; | 


ſupreme. 


HBA 
« And wrought but malice; lifted up ſo high 
*I *sdain'd ſubjection, eee 
 « Would ſet me higheſt”! | 


. 


If in heaven we ſhould be abet to ; 
envy, our felicity chere would be infinitely 
more precarious, and frequently more im- 


perfect, than that which we enjoy upon 


earth. Thie difference of degrees of dignity 
or pleaſure here cannot be compared with 
that which we ſhall meet with there; or, in 
other words, the objects which we here re- 
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of good and evil, which reduces our ſeve- 
ral lots almoſt to an equality. In heaven. 
| ” on the contrary, there will probably be de- 
grees of rank infinitely varied. It i is true 
that there will not be any real evils; but 
an envious man would ereate as many ima- 
ginary ills as he ſhould find beings ſuperior | 


| miſery; ; ſince then envy would nec 
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more u numerous 1 ee "i 


There is generally in this weld + a balance 


to himſelf, and imaginary evils produce real 


be productive of unhappineſs, it muſt be 


excluded from thoſe peaceable realms, where 


Gop has fixed the throne of his glory, 


and where concord and mutual affection will 
be amongſt the principal fources and ſup- 
ports of the univerſal felicity. - And there - 
ou that odious paſſion, as well as jealouſy, 
covetoulneſs, 


© 


=. 


var Ab ro co. 5 123 8 


kel, and all which are comet 7 
with it, are fo expreſely, ſo ſtrongly, and 
© frequently pointed out in the —— 
| as incompatible with that purity of eart 
Which _ make us heirs of the NO 


of heaven, 
Tn Go __ of Oo. and amid the 


05 Se from theſe hateful 
will be content with his lot; every one will 
rejoice in the ſuperior felicity of others. 


k belongs only to the heavenly virtues of 
' humility and charity, to diffuſe over 885 
hearts, through all eternity, this admir 


ſource of tranquillity we) joy: we can fot 


but a very impt 
of happineſs, that amazing variety of plea- 
ſures, with which this alone will enrich the 


. 


1 88 
—— — 
2 


— — 


 faints, every one en- 
entiments, 


&+ idea of that treaſure 


a . 
1 ³ en NR coals 


ne 
5 e creatures Is 
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creatures ; makes a A which Ahn 
him; I alſo enjoy it with him. Another, 
ſuperior to us both, communicates to me 
ſome new augmentation of his grandeur and 
felicity; I participate in it in the ſame man- 
ner: thus I in ſome meaſure appropriate to 

myſelf all the happineſs of heaven. 7 
In this world, either becauſe our generous 
ſentiments are far inferior to thoſe which 
we ſhall. then poſleſs, becauſe the felicity of 
others as well as our own is too much 
blended with ſorrow to claim great congra- 
+ tulations, or chat being too much occupied 
with our own affairs, and our own troubles, 
we can only receive ſlightly and tranſiently 
the agreeable impreſſions of an affectionate 
ſympathy;—thoſe pleaſures which we de- 
rive merely from our knowledge of the 
pleaſures of others, are ſeldom very lively 
2 | or 


4 


or very numerous. But theſe obſtacles 
ll ceaſe in heaven: 7 our hearts, purified 
and tranquil, having no other occupation 
chan to indulge agreeable ſentiments, will 
vad to them without reſerve, and each of 
us ſhall enjoy che. happineſs « of all the reſt. 


In this world there are few 10 whom w we 
wiſh to diſplay all the emotions of joy which 
we experience, Frequently we fear that 
our friends might find the ſubject frivolons, 

and enter into it with a degree of coldneſs 


and indifference which would give us pain; 
and if the perſon to whom we wiſh to open 
our whole ſoul, is much leſs happy than 


ourſelves, we can ſcarcely avoid ng” 

leſt, if he ſhould compare our lot with his * 

own, he might feel a ſecret mortification 

from the compariſon. We may ſuſpect that 

| be is capable af ſome emotions of envy, 
ts | becauſe 
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* . 


| becauſe we feel @ . conſciqulaels: 3 we are $ . 


N cles. 4 But ſuch doubts ec: can have no 
© gh in heaven. After what 1 have ſaid, 
to enlarge upon each TRIO: would be | 
only repetition. - | Fl „ 
The people of China an 13 ani . 
chat it is impoſſible for us to be perfectiy 
happy, whilſt we ſee others excel us in ta- 


lents, and ſurpaſs us in felicity, To recon- 


cile this idea with the happineſs of heaven, 


they ſuppoſe that, by an agreeable illuſion, _ 
every one will there perſuade himſelf that 


he is more fayoured . more ow than 
the reſt. | 


This proceeds Gan an ignorance, or at 


leaſt a very imperfect knowledge, of the 


wonderful effects which are produced by 
thoſe two excellent virtues, which ſhine 
forth wich ſuch luſtre. in the goſpel, —hu- ; 
mility 


I 


N 40 1 fall reſpegting x true bai 


when they attribute it to illuſion and de- 
| ceit! And what ſhould we gain by this ridi- 
culous ſtratagem? We ſhould deſtroy one 
of the moſt abundant ſources a our celeſtial 


n,, 
Soy has given me a ba he has given 


me a ſoul; he offers me a felicity which is 


ſuffi cient to gratify It entirely. N N , 


counteract this felicity? Shall I mingle bit- 
terneſs with it, becauſe I know thar there 


are ſpirits ſuſceptible of more extenſive hap- 


pineſs? Far from complaining of this, I g 
admire his goodneſs the more; I give him 
thanks with the greateſt ſincerity for the 
bleſſings which he has beſtowed on others; 
this gratitude conſtitutes a part of the very 
faſt return 8 it is in my power to 


make 
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T e im, for thoſe he 3 


My thankfulneſs towards him, my be- 


; * and tender affection towards all . 
the reſt of the bleſſed, who love me per- | 
| haps even to a greater degree than I love 
them, are effential parts of my happineſs. 

Shall I envy their glory or felicity, becauſe 


it is ſuperior to my own? Ah, rather, how 


* 


| ſhould I rejoice to be able ro exalt them 
ſtill higher! Bur I do enjoy this divine 


pleaſure; my ſentiments augment their hap- 
pines. I exerciſe their ſublimeſt faculties; 


that which inclines my heart towards them, 
; animates and increaſes their affection for 
me; they exert their talents to pleaſe me; 
I afford them the delightful employment 
of endeavourin g to become uſeful to me. 


Thus they are indebted to me for a part 
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| in hike, as I : am indebted to them for the 
| gratitude and affection with which 110 in- 
ſpire me. „ N 
This is aſſuredly the light in e We 
- ſhall conſider theſe things in heaven, and 
ſuch the ſentiments which will prevail there. 
Then there will be no neceſlity for a con- 
currence of circumſtances to form this de- 
lightful union of hearts: at the firſt meet- 
ing, at-the firſt ſight of an inhabitant of 
heaven, we ſhall feel a mutual attachment, 
and ſhall be one heart and one ſpirit. 
In the immenſe regions of immortality my 
curioſity leads me to ſeek thoſe who are un- 


5 known to me; friends whom I have never 
ſeen. I arrive amongſt them; immediately 
all preſs around me, and every one endea- ; 

vours to the utmoſt of his power to procure 

\ me pleaſure. My lattsfacion animates their 
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| zeal; and their generous and: tender 357 is ö 


the moſt delightful ſource of mine. I meet 
every where with innumerable multitudes, - 


but never with an enemy. All thoſe who 
ſce me, immediately with to add to my hap- 


pineſs; 1 it is their firſt idea, their prevailing 


inclination, their predominant paſſion. They 


know that my heart is inſpired with the ſame 


ſentiments towards them; we give _ 

cal aſſurances of affectionate attachment, and 
enjoy the delightful e of virtuous 
iropciitp. Ws f 


This ſweet entiment will be :coninuall 


augmenting; and what warmth, what 


cacy, what wiſe and benevolent attentions, 


will be diſplayed to increaſe our mutual love, 


the occupations to which we ſhall apply 


| with the greateſt ardour, will be to diſco- 


ver, 
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1 ver, and turn to advantage, every ching 
wuhich can promote and extend LOR . 
neſs of others. . 
In the preſent ſtate 90 Ds: it is * 
poſſible to conceive the degree of tranquil- 
lity, content, and pleaſure, which will ac- 
company that univerſal and reciprocal affec- 
tion; eſpecially if we ſuppoſe it infinitely 
| more animated, as well as more pure, than 
i could be in this world, even if all man- 
kind were perfectly virtuous; and we muſt 
imagine that it will be fo, i in conſequence | 
of the great ſuperiority of our celeſtial diſ- 
poſitions, of rhe additional motives which 
we ſhall then have, and of the many fa- 
vourable circumſtances which we ſhall there 
_ with] ; 
. any one ſhould doubt ben theſe 
| admirable enn of e love will 
| pts 
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3 r 
; of it from ſcripture, he may be eaſily fatis- 5 


= LS I I ſhall not inſiſt upon the proofs 


which reaſon alone affords. All which I © 
have ſaid of our ſocial diſpoſitions, of our na- 
tural affeQtions, and of the principal ſources | 
of our pleaſures, offer theſe proofs at firſt 
ſight to every attentive perſon; but Jet us 
conſider what light revelation affords to 
confirm our e on chis IN 
Füä⸗ oo” 
es After this I beheld, and lo! a great 


3 « multitude, which no man could number, 
« of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
10 e and tongues, ſtood before the throne and | 
| e before the Lamb, clothed with white 
e robes, and palms in their hands. They 
ce are before the throne of Gop, and ſerve 
ce him oy and 8222 in his temple; and he 
ce that 


+ $4 


* : 8 4 5 
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8 « that ha on the e ſhall dwell. 
«/ among them. “e e Ve are come unto 


mount Sion, and unto the city of the 


80 living Gop, the heavenly Jeruſalem; and 
Sto an innumerable company of angels, 
| *to the general aſſembly and church of the 


<« firſt-born which are written in heaven, 
© and to Gop the judge of all, and to the 
< ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and to 


„ Jeſus the mediator of the new covenant. N 


If it be alleged that theſe paſſages do 


not abſolutely expreſs the mutual affection 


: of the bleſſed, yet they certainly imply it; 
and even without admitting theſe as proofs, 
we ſhall ſtill find as many as are neceſſary. 
St. Paul, in the epiſtle to the Epheſians, 


ſtrongly expreſſes this ſpiritual union, by a 


*. Rev. Vil. 9. 15. a Heb. xii. 22z 23z 24. 


metaphoxical 
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5 5 5 I, and a eleganely conſt 


|; + 


8 3 ye are no more 8 1 
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with che 


oy gy: built upon the foundatic 


& faints, and of the houſhold of God; and | 


on of the 
&« apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him. 


7 5 « ſelf being the chief corner ſtone; in whom 


* all the building, firly framed together 
* groweth.1 into an holy temple in the Land: 


b 66 ; in whom. ye alſo -are builded together i 


1 
* 


66 « for an habitation of Gop, through the 
< ſpirit.” In the epiſtle to the Coloſſians, 
he ſays, * Above all put on charity, which . 
« is the bond of perfectneſs. And let the | 
te peace of Gop rule in your hearts, to the 


„ which alſo "e are called in we 


— — ——— ͤ—A4ũἈꝓ 4% 2 m!EE:u᷑UUͤT— „„ „%% rci—h/ẽe 2 —— . — — UUU— 


ee e Þ Col. ili. 14, 15. 


St. 


1 


and which is more frequently the effect of 
choughtleſs levity, than the expreſſion of . 
real ſatisfaction; for true content is tranquil, 3 


a, run LIFE To comm. 137. © 


: St, John ſays, &« He that loveth not, cnow- | 
"I" eth not Gov, for God is love; and he 
: that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in Gon, 
and Gop in him.“ And St. Paul's ad- 
mirable deſcription of that charity which 
never faileth,” comprehends all the ſen- 


ts which I have particularized. | 
we may then conclude, that the ſocial 


| pleaſures which we ſhall enjoy in heaven, 
will be uninterrupted and perfect; not pro- 
ducing that immoderate and impetuous joy 


which ſometimes accompanies here, 
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: animated by the moſt delichtful ade 
| No tumult, no confuſion, none of that tur- 
bulent mirth Which exhauſts the ſpirits 'of 


thoſe who feel it, and embarraſſes and wea- 


ries thoſe who feel it not; but an univerſal 


tranquillity, a ſweet ſatisfaction; a joy, lively, 


yet calm; pleaſures ſenſible and animated, 


but pure, and always accompanied with 


that amiable circumſpection which a tender 


friendſhip inſpires; ſentiments exquiſite and 
inexpreſſible, yet mild and peaceable; 'ſen- 


duce diſcord amidſt the univerſal harmony 


of hearts, but to improve that harmony 


more and more, and to raiſe it to a degree 


of perfection, infinitely above the moſt en- 


chanting image which the brighteſt i imagina- 
tion can trace. For we ſhall not © love in 


e word, neither in tongue, but! in deed and 
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ET us now c ſome of 


: ' pleaſures which we ſhall derive more imme- _ 
| es which I have not 
an opportunity of mentioning, 
which will greatly add to our happineſs in 
| Memory is a kind of reſtoration of me... 
paaſt: when we feel, or foreſee as certain, 
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| ettects of a diſtant cauſe, which no > lager : 
 eftiſts, this gives in ſome meaſure a new ex- 


iſtence to that cauſe, and places it again be- 
fore us. When this relates to an action 5 


Which we have performed, and which it was 


in our own power to have avoided, the idea 
or recollection of that action is a preſent . 


| ſource of pleaſing. or of painful ſentiments, 


according to the conſequences of that con- 


duct which we recal to our remembrance, 
No ſituation can be more dreadful, than a 
ſtate of miſery towards which we have vo- 

luntarily directed our ſteps for a long time, 


and into which we have at length plunged 
ourſelves. Whatever may be the torment 
Which we endure, our greateſt 1 

155 conſiſts in the reproaches of our conſcience. 

And in the fame manner, in a happy ſitua- 

tion, at which we have arrived by attentions 

1 


we 


ae more difficulties we have fy 


and the more dangers we have avoided, ls 
more * we. joy. the OO, ac- 


quired. 


ſorrow according to. the conduct we have 


. purſued. If we have done what ought na- 
turally to bring upon us great misfortunes, 
as the loſs of reputation, fi ortune, or health; 
and if, contrary to the common courſe of 
chings, theſe misfortunes have not befallen 
us. Het there ſtill remains a ſevere puniſh- 
ment in our | own. breaſt; we are ſecretly 


— of the term which the world ex-. 
abs bg | 1 Preſſes 
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"ab exertions full of circumſpe&ion, pru- 
dence, and aſſiduity, ſome of our moſt agree= 
able reſlections ariſe from ſelfapprobation. 


e is our — to what is proper 
and reaſonable, that, independently of the 
ſucceſs of our actions, we feel pleaſure. or 


ON ) mass or 


e at we have not en 


| Ke unjaty en mb eg 1 
which we ought not to enjoy: at leaſt we 


ly do not experience the comfort and 


ſatisfaction which we ſhould feel without 

| theſe humiliating refleQions. And if, in- 

| tead of loſing any ching, though we de- 
ſerved to be deprived of all, we have on 


che contrary obtained rewards which were 


due only to qualities of which we have been 


entirely deſtitute, or to efforts which we 


have not exerted, we then profit with regret 


from the ignorance of our ſuperiors, who, 
by exalting us, have perhaps been guilty 


of injuſtice towards a more worthy object. 
That reward, however great it may be, can 


afford us ge inconſiderable pleaſure, in 
compariſon 


L 
* 
2 


a” ö 


On the contrary, duch! is the power 455 


ö 1 influence of ſelf-approbation, that it alle- | 
viates the greateſt calamities. To be able 
to fay with truth, This is not my fault; 
*I have acted with all poſſible prudence to 
avoid this misfortune; 1 have not de- 


« parted from my integrity; this diſarms 


our ſorrows of their ſting, and almoſt con- 
verts them into comforts. | So delightful 8 
the pleaſure of ſelf-eſteem and approbation, 


that when our misfortunes are the effects of 


; our virtues, which ſometimes happens amidft 
the diſorders of the preſent world, then 


they change their nature, and ceaſe to be 
evils. Are we poor? Perhaps it is becauſe 


we have reſtored to the right owners, though 


not t compelled to it by the law, that wealth 


which 


7 ö een of what dick who had! defer | : el 
© would enjoy. 
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5 which our predeceſſors had gain by 0 
| pine and extortion; our 7. ert 
thouſands of gold and filver.”*.. If in the | 
cauſe of religion or virtue we ſhould loſe | 


friends or reputation, yet, if our heart 


+ condemn us not, and we have. confidence 
“ towards.Gop,”” we may conſole durſelves 


for the loſs. of eſteem and regard, with the 


| ſoothing reflections ariſing from a good con- . 


ſcience; truſting that He to whom all hearts 


are open, will in a future World, when the 
miſts of error ſhall be diſpelled, bring forth 
our © righteouſneſs as the light, and our 


« juſt dealing as the noon-day,”” | 
With what pleaſure ſhall we reflec in 
heaven upon the various temptations we 


Tu. cxix. 72. 73 John ii. az, ? Pla. xxxvil. 6. 
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3 bal have reſiſted, and the numerous evils | 
we ſhall have endured, in purſuing with 
fortitude and perſeverance the path tending 


towards that fei icity, to which we ſhall at 
length have attained. Thus delightfully 
ſhall we enjoy the paſt, and, all evil having 
ceaſed, * God ſhall wipe away all tears 


from our eyes.“ We ſhall poſſeſs, with- 
out any gon, the fruit of our cares 
and exertions; and that approbation of our 


| own conſcience, which on earth had ſeldom 


been greater than to afford us conſolation in 
our calamities, ſhall become in heaven a 
pure and ſenſible pleaſure; a pleaſure which ; 
reaſon will no longer oppoſe, nor humility | 


condemn; for we are; there no longer to 
c work out our own falvation with fear and 


< trembling,” but to obey the call of our 


Rev. xxi. 4. Phil. ii. 13. 


gloriſied 
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— —* Come : me, yo iſt of my | 


. 5 | he * you, Shia the foundation of che world. · 
| More impreſt with the' beauty of virtue : 

1 4 - than we were, or could be, here below, 
Wil: „ we ſhall not only rejoice in our ſelf appro- 
| | 2 baation, with regard to the paſt, but we 
| 7 mall anticipate this celeſtial pleaſure in an 
i p 1 V's everlaſting futurity; for we ſhall be aſſured 
| „ preſerving it inviolate, and of augment- 
mg it continually, through eternal ages. 
5 bee earth; a e d e 
| © © very imperfectiy. One day diſtinguiſhed by 
||  *  - ſome great victory over our own heart, one 
il | | day on which we can reflect with ſelf. appro- 
* bation, is a truly valuable day, and may 
almoſt be compared to thoſe which we ſhall 
| * in heaven. But on our m_ 


gence 


: q 2 co. il, 18. | 5 Ss * Epheſ. iv. 13. by 


* 
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gence and weakne ; theſe days ſeldom arrive 
e 1 0 they do, our joy is abated 
: by ſome melancholy recollection of the paſt, : 
| and by the fear which it occaſions that the 
5 next day may reſemble thoſe numerous pre- 
'  ceding ones, which have been 1 with 5 
| fin. We can, therefore 
idea of that tranſporting felicity which will 
proceed from the conſtant ſelf-approbation 
which we ſhall enjoy in that illuſtrious afſem- 
bly of ſaints, where our moſt ardent defire 
5 will be to advance * from glory to glory, oy 
| unto. the meaſure of the ſtature of the 


4 fulneſs of Chriſt.” 


This boundleſs 3 of Nees will 4 
be enjoyed in perfect ſecurity. In our pre- 
ſent ſtate, the idea of our mortality, and of 

a our 2 to nen drinn nee h 


— 


adaccom- 
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a weft thre" ¶ů —— —-—- 22 


%% on THE : HAPPINESS or 


accompanies us. we are ſenfible; er e 


moment, that ſome accident may arrive the 


next, to deprive us of the fleeting breath 1 


of life; and that however happily we may 
eſcape from the dangers which hover con- 
tinually around us, yet in a ſhort ſpace of 


time we muſt neceſſarily become a prey to : 


decay and death. Our occupations, both 
of bufineſs and pleaſure, frequently lead us 


into perils; while terror and anxiety diminiſh | 
our enjoyments, and intrude into almoſt | 


every circumſtance of life. 


In heaven we ſhall no longer be fabjea to 


the wars of elements, or to thoſe more ter- 


rible revolutions which ariſe from the paſ- 
ſions of mankind, and bring in their train 


miſeries and deſtruction; miſeries more for- 


midable, and deſtruction more frequent, than 
are produced by infeQious diſeaſes, ferocious 
. animals, 


* 3, p 
PF. 


- * s 
It 


4 7 eas, 0 or "contending 


* _ "of "I a 
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66 „ Fate, arm'd with thunder, fire, and 10e page, 
cc That ruins, tortures, or diſtracts mankind, 
And makes the happy wretched in an hour, | 5 
% Oerwhelms you not with woes ſo terrible 
As your own wrath”! e « 41.3 


3 The preſent ſtate of thin gs Fenders 3 it im- 
poſſible, even with the greateſt care, to 


avoid misfortunes; ; and mankigd are in ge- 
neral ſo indiſcreet and inconſilerate, as not 
to reflect what evil their conduct may bring 
upon others. Is i it ſurpriſing then, that, even 
without enmity, we are continually croſſing | 
and claſhing with each other, and that our 
degligence occaſions various evils, Which a 
ſmall degree of prodegce would have as 


_— 1 OY 
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'«« And what hoſtilities, without a foe! 


Nor arefoes wanting to the beſt on eart . e 


13 But endleſs is the liſt of human 8 


80 » Ant ge might one human og" 


Bak: even in this life misfortunes wonkd | 


be much leſs frequent, if mankind. were 
united by chat bond of mutual affection, 
7 which our Saviour earneſtly recommends 
his diſciples as their 


diſtin tion. 


By this ſhall all men know. that ye are 
8 my diſciples, if ye have love one to an- N 
C other.“ Such misfortunes cannot chere · 
f fn have place i in an abode where the tu- 
mults both of the natural and moral world 
will ſubdue into peace, and we ſhall < lere 
« * our PI as ourſelves.” 
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5 probable ng; which threaten. us every 
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wwe cannot, f in chis life, form 

5 8 idea of the pleaſure ariſing from | 
perfect ſecurity. It is impoſſible to enjoy : 
ſuch a ſtate on earth, and therefore we can- 
not acquire a juſt idea of the ſatisfaction and 
: joy which muſt accompany the aſſurance of 
Us an abſolute exemption from all, danger. | We | 

are ſo far from being able tö à quire perfect 
tranquillity in this world, that, on the con- 
. trary, che moment we reflect on that which Fo 
we do experience, it appears ſo ill-founded, Þ 


that. we immediately loſe it, and can recover - 
it only by ceaſing to reflect. I am in health 
to-day, but am I ne has 1-4 be ſo 
to-morrow? The friend whoſe ſociety is 
now ſo delightful to me, in a few days per- 
| haps may be ſnatched from me by death, 


In ſhort, if we were to meditate on all the 


L” moment. 
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and it is probably for this reaſon, that the 
Creator has concealed futurity from our view. 
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uill iy? It 1 is true, that x many per- | : 
ſons live without fear, even when they are | 


_ threatened with various misfortunes; they 
are inattentive to the e which fur- 


round them, and th 


WG. 


is frequently a real 


| advantage; an advantage, which, if we did 
not all poſſes in ſome degree, our mortal 


life would be a ſtate of conſtant ſu ering; 


But the moſt fearleſs do not, neither can 


| 4220 enjoy that rational tranquillity which 
7 proceeds from the conviction of being in a 


ſtate of ſecurity which nothing can alter; 
becauſe ſuch a Nate: is ONE! with 
this life. e 

It is only by looking forwar wht wins. 
dence to a perfect and eternal ſtate, that we | 
can 


L A f 
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S can - acquire ob rranquilliry Were b. 
Noötwit 1 


whenever it would interfe 
and we ſhall not only prove our religious 
courage when we are called forth to active 


9 exertions, but we ſhall poſſe ſs the more dit- 
 ficult virtue of paſſive fortitude, which will 


| induce us to ſubmit with patience and reſig- 


nation to every apparent misfortune, and 


even to rejoice in it. I 
joy a tranquillity in ſome meaſure reſembling 


the 8 of heaven, when caſting all 
our care?” upon Providence, in the full 
aſſurance that He careth for us, we 
| build our confidence on this incomeſtable 


anding our natural repug nance to wy 
pain, and every kind of adverſity, ſuch is | 
"= e force of religion, thar by her powerful 
5 _ influence, we may conquer that repugnance, 
> with our duty; 


en only can we en- 
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principle, clin demos Gov permits 1 mis- 
fortunes to befal a virt 
as the means of increaſing his future happi- 


neſs; becauſe that, according to the admi- 


rable arrangements of his wiſdom and good- 
_ neſs, all things ſhall work together for 
255 c to them that love Gop. : SE” 
In heaven, where pain and FEA ſhall. 
be no more, and © death ſhall be ſwallowed 


up in victory,“ we ſhall feel a ſweet ſe- 


curity that every danger is paſt, and that we 


| ſhall enjoy for ever thoſe pleaſures which 
are at the right hand of God: treaſures 


immortal and immutable, *< eternal in the 


7 heavens, where neither moth nor ruſt doth 


* corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
„% through nor ſteal.” . 


| Rom. viii. 28. m x Cor. xv. 54 Matth. vi. 20. 
. This 


f 


tuous man, it is- only 5 
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8 ms perfe& ſecurity i 0 nog 


a y to our 3 
 feliciry, that without it the greateſt bleſſings _ 


would become in ſome meaſure the ſource 7 


of miſery; ; and even the more deſerving they 


were of our attachment, the more afflitive 
would be the evil nen from the e i 


_ privation of them. 
In the world to come our deſires will not 


exceed their proper limits; and the aſſurance 


that they ſhall be gratified will render them 


' agreeable ſentiments, without any mixture 
of impatience. That which renders them 


painful is the fear of diſappointment, which 


always accompanies them here, -and which 


produces a degree of impatience; bur if we 


could eradicate this fear, obtain an entire 
command over ourſelves, and conſider ſe- 
venty years as an almoſt imperceptible por- 
tion of our duration, i impatience then would 
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d iuch wil he: our 


fied: our love . will 
variance with our ſenſe of duty. Wirhour 


- doubt one of our principal « employments 
will be, to inform and ' improve ou 
more and more, and to embrace every op- 


portunity of informing, improving, and re - 


dering more happy, thoſe of our fellow- | 
citizens in the houſhold of Gon, who may 
not have made ſo great a progreſs as our- 


ſelves, or to whom we can be in any degree 


uſeful. 


We ſhall joyfully ſacrifice our own 


particular gratifications to our ſocial and 


generous ſentiments, whenever circ 
fequire ſuch a ſac 


and this will ny 
heighten 


„ 
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| heighten the pleaſure which: we e ſhall derive. | 
F from our noble. and exalted ſemiments. FM 
Xe Labour will be no longer nece ry | & 
procure us conveniencies and comforts. We 5 
1 ſhall neither toil nor ſpin: for we ſhall dwell 
in a city whoſe builder and maker is 
„ Gop;”? we ſhall be clothed in that CY 
linen which is the righteouſneſs of ſaints;*'? 
90 we ſhall eat of thoſe fruits,” and 
drink of © that water of life,” » which ſhall 
be © in the midſt of the new Jeruſalem.” 
- Our occupations will therefore only be cal- 
culated to promote our felicity; but an at- 
tempt to particularize them would be abſurd, Wh 
 fince we are not ſufficiently acquainted wit . 
the nature of our celeſtial ſenſations, the ns 


e of our facukics, or the ſpecies of 
LO which we Gull: meet with in heaven. 


an her 
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There are in nature 3 oben 
which are impenetrable to mortal eyes, an 

. infinity of wonderful connexions which our 65 
weak underſtandings cannot trace: we ſhall 
then perhaps penetrate thoſe myſteries, and 5 
comprehend thoſe connexions. 8 
„ We may frequently employ de in 

„ ** the glories of our heavenly 

aubode: which will doubtleſs afford an ever- 

5 naſting ſubject for admiration. St. John has 

| | | given us, in the Revelations, a ſublime idea 

q | of the magnificence of that habitation, which 

„ wioill be, as he expreſſes it, the tabernacle 

Wo - . Gon with men. The building of the 

bi all of it was of jaſper, and the city was 

. “ pure gold, like unto clear glaſs; and the 

foundations of the wall of the city were 

| „ garniſhed with all manner of precious 

1 „ ſtones. | And the kings of the earth do RR 

B | A bein g 


1 — 
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« © Weis their glory and honour. into it. 


There ſhall be\no night there; and they 
5 « ſhall bring hs: Aory and honour of the 
nations into it.” This figurative deſcrip- | 


tion conveys to us, by metaphors adapted ro 


our preſent conceptions, the moſt lofty ideas 
of the grandeur of that holy city, which n 


be filled with the glory of Gop. 


The nobleſt and moſt delightful of all our 


occupations will be, to praiſe and adore that 
gracious Being, who is the author and giver 


of. every bleſſing. The angels and faints in 


heaven are repreſented to us as continually 
worſhipping Gop, and aſcribing unto. Him 


« olory, and honour, and power.“ To 


ſome this perpetual adoration may appear 


weariſome; bnt how little do they under- 
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| Rev. xxi. 35 18, &c. 7 5 Rev. iv. 8. 
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ſtand thoſe exquiſite lentinent which 5 
from a continual meditaton upon the feli- 
city we enjoy, and an uninterrupted con- 
 remplation of that divine Benefactor from 
| whom alone it proceeds. What tranſports 
of gratitude and love will fill our hearts, 
| when we ſhall behold Him, who, having 
guided us with his © counſel” through the 
paths of time, has afterwards received us 
* 20 glory”: * in the manſions of eternity: 
having given us, who were dead in treſ- 
« paſſes and ſins, his only begotten Son, 
< that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
< not periſh, but have everlaſting life.. 

LI ſhall not enlarge further on the nature 
of our celeſtial felicity, bur conclude with a 
few general obſervations. 


1 | l 
* 1 "Ws" 7 


© Pla, lxxili. 24, Epheſ. f. 1 


There 


"os * « * 
: "fs ONE. bg 
to © 9A 1.45 


TX LIFE ro oo. 163 


| N ments in the 150 liky 7 . Fi | 
. which are calculabd to gratify in a hig T- | 
5 degree the deſires o a rational mind: for 

1 example; the ſocial pleaſures Y es of friendſhip 
8 and charity, and thoſe which ariſe from ſo- 
litude and retirement; intereſting and in- 
proving converſation, or ſerious and ſublime 
meditation; whilſt nature appears in her 
lovelieſt aſpect, all around is ſerenity and 
beauty, and all within tranquillity and peace. 
Could theſe ſcenes be ſuppoſed ſecure and 
permanent, we might look forward with 
ſatisfaction to the eternal duration of this 
world; and, if we had no idea of a better, 
ure we might conſider ſuch a ſtate as a paradiſe; | EE 
ha I bur after a few ages ſhould have paſſed away, — | | 
we immortal ſoul, wearied by continual re- e 
petition, would become animated by new + | 
vw which could only fird their full gra. 
gere . 7 „ tification 
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— 


 tification in thoſe celeſtial egions, where the 

Rat of bur pleaſures vill ſurpaſs the moſt 

intereſting earthly 3575 where tranquillity 

will be accompanied | with an endleſs pro- 

greſs, and the aſſurance of ſucceſs in our 

1 ſtudies; where we may expect varied and 
Increaſing enjoyments; and where conſe- 

| quently, eternity, far from introducing. diſ- 
6 guſt and languor, will add to our glory and 
5 felicity a more ample. and more exquiſite 
| | TT delight. e | ) 
6 | 4 The ancient heachen writers, and parti- | 
„„ cularly the poets, have left us deſcriptions 
| of their Elyſian fields, and of the golden 1 
Pl: 1 1 In the latter, ſi ſimplicity of manners, c 
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| nnnccence, peace, freedom from fatiguing 

. | | occupations, a ſoil naturally fertile, and ſea-· ! 
| ſons mild and ſerene, conſtitute the greateſt © c 

Vo, Gn Ee charms of the deſcription. In the Oo 
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proved, an exem Ni 
neceſſities of our 


ſures adapted to our nature, repreſent to us 


another golden age, but in ſome meaſure re- 
fined. Theſe fictions, though extremely - 


loin: intereſt the moſt inſenſible hearts. 


If we purify them from the mean, the groſs, 
and the imperfect, which muſt neceſſarily 1 


accompany the deſcription of objects, too 


nearly reſembling thoſe with which we are 

acquainted upon earth; and if we add to 
them various advantages which the heathens | 
either could not imagine, or could not re- 
preſent in all their extent and luſtre, for want 


of ideas, ſufficiently ſublime, of the Divinity 


and his deſigns, —theſe deſcriptions may per- 


haps be regarded as faint ſketches of the : 


celeſtial felicity i in its commencement. 


| ET 


ion” rom the humiliating _ 
Nortal ſtate, ſome plea- 
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if neither our feſt parents, nor their ſis 
rity, had finned , preſents a very engaging 
image; yet this cannot give an adequate 
idea eee 80 


. Far happier place 
= „ Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 8 


Nan N here below, even in a ſtate of inno- 
cence, and with the approbation of the Moſt 


7; High, could be only in the infancy of his 


dignity and happineſs. Man, thotgh i inno- 


cent, would ſtill be but man; the earth 


would be but a garden; though we ſhould 


not be ſubje& to death, we could not in this 


world enjoy immortality to that degree of 
wh ich our nature would be Wege To 
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: nine immortals here below, would not be "cs 
1 conſiſtent with that unbounded love which ; 
the Almighty teſtifies towards his creatures: 18 
to enjoy a glorious and bliſsful immortality, | 
we muſt have been tranſported to ſome ſupe- _ 

_ rior abode, or our preſent habitation muſt 


have been conſiderably improved, in order 5 


to be ſuitable to the purified nature of 5 - | 
inhabitants, when they were rag: equal 5 
unto the angels. 


But the pleaſures of our celeſtial paradiſe ; 


will not conſiſt i in a limited felicity, a ſmall 
portion of joy, particles of happineſs, (if 
I may be allowed the expreſſion) of which 
we might form almoſt an adequate idea; but | 
in an unbounded joy, ſurrounding us on b 

every ſide; in a vaſt, an immenſe felicity, 
: ariſing. from pleaſures innumerable and un- 


limited; ; Fog the gp emanations of the 


power 
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55 power and . as hb infinite 1 
of all, and in the « unſearchable riches of 
“ Chriſt; our dwelling will be with Gop | 
in boundleſs realms of bliſs, and our ſociety, | 

with innumerable multitudes of intelligent 
beings, continually advancing, as well as 


ourſelves, in wiſdom, glory, and happineſs. 
With ſuch hopes, and ſuch proſpects, we 
may not only cc run with patience the race 
< which is fer before us, but we may 8⁰ 
e on our way rejoicing:® looking unto 


c Jeſus, the author and finiſher of our faith; 


* who, for e joy that was ſet before him, 


< endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and 


is ſer down at the right hand of the throne 
of Gon.“ © Angels, Rn and 


powers, being made ſubject unto him.” 


z Epheſ. iii. 8. « Heb. xii. . da | « Heb. x4 
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tention of the reader, w 
conſidered, I hope, that 
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. and redeang 0 a FE 0 other x mare is 20 
| Juſtre, they will produce a greater effect, 
- and make a more forcible and more __ | 
Sp impreſſion. 5 5 


ME 


In heaven, our ee bodies will be no 
longer ſubj ect to infirmity or decay: all po- 
ſitive evil will ceaſe. Our faculties, being 
perfected to a degree of. which we can at 
preſent form no idea, will convey to the ſoul 3 


an endleſs variety of delightful emotions. In 
the enjoyment of eternal youth. and health, 


at endued perhaps with modes of perception | 

| preſent, as incomprehenſible to us as are 

the pleaſures of viſion to a man born blind, 1 
our ſenſes will no longer be at variance with 

our reaſon: the corruptible body will no 

niore preſs down. the ſoul, but will be the 

_ inſtrument of its happineſs. We ſhall en- 
joy che Pleaſure | of acquiring and poſſeſüng 

; et knowledge, | 


ing ſecure of an eternal duration, we ſhall 
not fear any impediment to our advance- 


n ment in thoſe ſublime attainments, Which 


will be the objects of our ee in the 
realms of immortality. 


The Supreme Being will 1 be the | 
1 principal object of our meditations. Here 


we ſee him but darkly; there we ſhall be- 


hold him face 10 face. The attributes of 


God, the wonders of creation, the conduct 


in LIVE. ro conn. 1 Eu N 
nce 4 wien accompany. hens Ms 
Th Our faculties, talents, and aſfiſtan- . „ 7 
7 "why will away be equal to the ſtudies in 
= which we ſhall employ. them: a firm con- 
|  Hidence of ſucceſs i in our enquiries and re- 
ſearches will make them ſo eaſy to us, that 
ey will be productive of pleaſure, unmixed = 
Vith the flighteſt degree of fatigue; and be- 
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dence, the great defgns of the Matt 
High, and nr 1 ne and 255 
infinitely dive nl 3. it | " 
plain of hich we fect every 
abe WIG us in al their luſtre. | 
Ar the fight of that immenſe ſtore of BY | 
are, f wich God wil ave ie wp | 
ſeſſion, our boundleſs admiration will be 
accompanied with the ſweeteſt emotions of 
gratitude and love. By the recollection of 
the paſt, thoſe evils, which can exiſt no 
longer but in our memory, will be admirably 
inſtrumental in enhancing the value of our 
happineſs, and procuring us a more exquiſite 
| enjoyment of it. During this delightful re- 
troſpect, we ſhall look up to that Being, 
who is the author and finiſher of our. faith, 
with n of ee and love, of 
| | which | 


t N. 
| : n » - ; 
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e our moſt ardent ſenfations of piery o on 


arth can give . a faint idea. * 
From reflecting on the paſt, we mall na- 5 
 turally proceed to meditate on the future, | 
d to enjoy the delightful anticipation. of . 
| thoſe degrees of glory and felicity which we 
ſhall not at firſt poſſeſs. - Admitted into the 
preſence of Gop, honoured by his appro” 
_ bation, we ſhall fee in Him, and in every 
thing around us, the great ſyſtem of univer- 
ſal felicity: a; feliciry for ever extendin g. 
and for ever increaſing, God, who knows 
our hearts, will place objects before us to 
_ exerciſe our nobleſt virtues, in all their va- 
riety, delicacy, and ardour. Happy in our=" 
ſelves, and in the felicity of myriads of our 
: fellow-creatures, exulting in the proſpe& 
of an eternal augmentation of excellence and 
W we ſhall e theſe ineſtimable 
RY bleſſings 


5 
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"bleſſings with a warmth and energy of 45. 1 
timent, which it is impoſſible to feel in this | 
imperfect ſtate. %;; et jel 
We ſhall be ſecure of finding, in each of 
the bleſſed, every diſpoſition and affection 
towards us Which can gratify our ſocial fecl- 
3 ings, and our natural deſire to love and to i 
be beloved. Strengthened by our progreſs 
in knowledge, in virtue, and in amiable ſen- 
 riments; animated by the preſence of our 
heavenly Father; ; free from all impediments; 7 
ſecure from all indifference; our affection 


for each individual of the bleſſed will be 


more ardent and tender chan that which we 
now feel for the moſt beloved friend: while 
we have the greateſt reaſon to hope, that 
every tender and virtuous attachment formed 
on earth, if the object of it be really de- 
OW of our "or, will be renewed with 
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| angmented ardour, and be enjoyed for! ever. 
No envy, no jealouſy, can ever. diſturb our 
ſocial happineſs. Every one will be con- 
rented with his own lot, every. one will An. 


_ cerely rejoice in the ſuperior exaltation of 


others; and thus we ſhall in ſome e 


appropriate to ourſelves all the happineſs of 


heaven. At the firſt ſight of a glorified 
_ ſpirit, we ſhall feel a reciprocal attachment; 
and ſhall for ever We in the ry of 


mutual love. 


When we ſhall relle& c on the pumerous 


* temptations we have overcome, and the va- 
rious afflictions we have endured, in our 


ane towards that felicity to which we 
have at len oth attained, we ſhall enjoy the 
approbation of our own conſcience; and 
_ that approbation, which on earth had ſeldom 
been more chan a conſolation i in adverſity, 


baue in an e e fea we i 


e ſecure of preſerving it inviolate, and: of 


Al theſe bangs. will be. accompar ied 


with the certainty that they are ours for 
ever. | In, heaven, Where pain and ſorrow | 
| thallbe no more, and death ſhall be frallowed, | 
up in victory, we ſhall feel a ſweet ſecurit 


that every, danger is paſt; while 


ſents an endleſs perſpective, a boundleſs field 


for the exerciſe of the nobleſt virtues, and 


the enjoyment of e increaſing as 


pineſs. 
Such are my How of the bleflings of a 


future ſtate. I flatter myſelf that I have not 
| rt under the ſanction of the goſpel, 


any 


« 4 
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414 | 
9 5 


z 


a propoſitions which are not either 
lutely 


Jjectures, [ have carefully 0 
ha d ſuch only as, founded on the attri- 


pear to be ang We: Klan 


thoſe Say chick aa ld: to excite, T 


and the practice of thoſe duties which hey 
are calculated to enforce. 


Our life in this world is only a prepara- 
tion for the next; a ſtate of trial, and of 


Ne e in which we ought, not only to 


avoid as much as poſfible every action which 


is ipeing to Gop, but allo to acquire, 5 
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aſſerted, or clearly implied, in the 
facred writings; and with regard to my con- 
deavoured to 


Ites of Go, On the Nature of things i in 
general, and on the conſtitution and ſitua- 
tion of the human race in particular, a=: 
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virtuous habits, ad a taſte for every u ating 5 
. which i 1s rational, amiable, and worthy of a 


| | | : being who aſpires to become hercafter equal 
|, wnto the angels., By this principle we may 


try the value of all our purſuits, of all our 
f pleaſures. If ofir intellectual and mora B 
improvements. in this world tend to the 
perfecting our felicity in that which is to 
; come, it neceſſarily follows, that our mol : 
important buſineſs is to enlighten our un- 
| derſtanding, and to improve our heart; | 
which may be as effectually accompliſhed by 
| the active member of ſociety, -as by the ſe- 
dentary recluſe. Religion does not oblige 


us to renounce the common occupations, or 
che innocent pleaſures of life. A proper 
attention to the forme? is often a great and 
important duty; and the latter are the flow- 
ers which Providence has ſcattered in the 
narrow, 


„ 


narrow, and ak {ny path of virtue. 
But let not the cares of this life engage our 
| whole attention; let not pleaſure be conſi- 


dered as our buſineſs. In a ſtate which I 


have already called the infancy of our ex- 
; CO our heavenly Father acts like a kind 
and tender parent; indulging us in every | 

pleaſure which is not contrary to our more | 

Important intereſts, but leading us to purſue ; 
ſuch as will form our minds to e ax | 


: W father, Who confult the real co of 


his child, will cultivate his taſte, his under- 
i ſtanding, his virtuous affections, at the mo- 
ment when he appears only ſolicitous to 
amuſe him. The ſports of infancy muſt not 
be cruel; they muſt not be ſuch as feed the 


ſelfiſh paſſions, and counteract the great POL 
of education. Inſtruction may be united 
"OE os 
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| dian will never loſe ſight of the permanent 
advantage of his pupil; the child a re- 
member chat he is born to be a man. 


# 


180 on THe nappiNESs or 
"wa . rcaſ 


While fancy is amuſed. The 2 


Such is our ſituation on carth; ee 


compariſon may give us a faint idea of the 


gracious deſigns of our 
Since the bountifu 
deſtowed on us innumes 


placed us in the midſt of objects calculated 


to gratify our various taſtes and inclinations, 


as far as is conſiſtent with thoſe g at deſigns 
which regard our eternal racy, we cannot 


ſurely render ourſelves unacceptable to Him, 
when we enjoy with gratitude the gifts he 
has vouchſafed to offer us, or exult in the 
pleaſing conſequences of thoſe virtucs, which, 


vs we have been enabled to per- 


form . 


. 


the wealth which 
treſs, in encouraging ſcience and virtue, or 
in promoting the innocent pleaſures of ſo- 
ciety, and affording to a fellow creature one 
agreeable hour, will not be loſt. 
ever we contribute to the happineſs of ohh, 
we cultivate ſentiments which to all eternity 
will form a part of our own. Let philoſo- 


phy extend its reſearches, let genius indulge 


| the enthuſiaſm of a warm imagination; all 
that is | 
productions of art, or the works of nature, 


| all contribute to raiſe the mind to Him from 


whom they immediacly or ultimately pro- 


ceed, and to fix the attention on thoſe more 


glorious ſcenes, where one real 0 
- can be found. 
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bee, Laa the rich and proſperous rele 
9 in the des which Gov has given hem; 
is ſpent in relieving dif : | 


eautiful, all that is ſublime, in the 
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. 15 lence, io mou I ane myſelf wich zeculiar >| 
Iz rm ene check your enjo ment 
"4.308 pleaſures i in which angels ſhare. | The Exe 
- ample, che poſitive command, of the great 
Author of our ſalvation, calls us to love one 
another. The charities of father, ſon, and E 
« brother, 2a the tender ties of friendſhip, | 
the warm philanthropy, 25 which ſcarce 9's Wo 


uk fruits of that religion of which the -diſtin- 
guiſhing characteriſtic is charity. Fear not 
the ſorrows which, in this ſtate of trial, will 
be blended with the higheſt tranſports which - 
| the human mind i is capable. of feeling. The 
object of your tendereſt arachment may be 


And ye, mhoſe hearts are. formed to t 
"Us weet emotions of friendſhip and benevo- . 


t not che cold maxims of 


66 lective man can fill, all are the glorious 


* . 
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e WE #18 are we to zoe up _ TS. : 
_ croſs and follow him. But theſe light afſſic- ; 
| | tions are but for a moment: the friends who- 

are parted on earth will again unite in heaven 
a 2 215 no more: che gentle heart, which 
no bleeds at the ſight of human miſeries, 
will there enjoy for ever the ö nn 


( pecta le of univerſal happineſs. 


bluſh to own, and which religion does not 


forbid us to enjoy: and ſhall we exchange 
theſe pleaſures for follies which diſgrace our 
underſtanding, and vices which corrupt our 
heart; which ot. no real. ſatisfaction In | 
; poſeſſon, and which muſt ſoon, pd for 


Og ever? 
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5 | The Chriſtian, whoſe faith is fixed upon 
* FR ome the happineſs of a future ſtare, is 
1 . and enabled to ſupport, with con- 
5 ſtancy, and entire reſignation to che will of 
ET | Gow, the evils of the preſent life. The 
balaeavieſt appear to him inſignificant; the ö 
if 535 moſt lingering, but tranſient. Far from ob- 3 


bro fleas 4 _ 


res his progreſs towards the heavenly | | 
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and accelerate it. 
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tive of far greater advantages than x chow: hs 
fand directed only towards the acquiſitions . 
and pleaſures of this world. Thoſe © tre. -. 
& ſures” which are laid up in heaven; 

are the only © true riches. To connect i 


religion with every circumſtance in life, to a 
make it the companion of our gayeſt as well 1 e 
as our graveſt hours, is to purſue the path 1 
which will conduct us to real and permaneen t 
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preferable to every other enjoyment our 


5 „ ee eee eee, 1 


is EM SPS 0 by 0 FRA and bene our 


8 enjoy any pleaſure which we do not 


f fellciy: it is « to ſe Ns a Pe ſatisfaRtion, 


|, ſincerely believe to be authoriſed by Him 

TH « who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. | 
The purſuit in which we cannot aſk his pro- 
tection muſt be criminal; the pleaſure for | 
| which we dare not thank Him cannot be 
innocent. This habitual piety appears to 
be the proper offering of a Chriſtian; who 
_ ought to be always employed in the ſervice 
of Gop; and who fulfils his will, as much 
when he enjoys with gratitude the bleſſings | 
| he has given, as when he ſupports with for- 


_ grateful acknowledgments; and we: cannot 5 5 
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dude the trials which are ſent 


We ue wo ape to 
virtue, and to negligence in piety; which 
| - way be 


_ tual diſcaſes of the ſincere Chriſtian. | They 
| lay the ſoul aſleep, and that fleep 


| threatens. us with death. The moſt reli- 
gious man requires frequent admonitions and 


precautions againſt thoſe enemies of his ſoul. 
On this account St. Peter thus addreſſes 
himſelf to his fellow: 
cc be'nes 
ec brance of theſe rhings, though ye | know 

ce them, and be eſtabliſhed in the truth. 
« Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in 
this tabernacle, to ſtir you up by putting 
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1 endeavour that ye may be able, after my 


« you in . I will. 


« dere, 10 have theſe things ahrajs in 


« remembrance.” Rs a rs Nee 


Let us then exert. xt ourſelves with « courag 


5 with ardour, and an uninterrupted NG, 


rance, to acquire all the glory, all the felicity, 


of which we can be ſuſceptible i in the life to 
come: forgetting thoſe things that are be- 


4 hind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things | 


&« which are before,” let us preſs towards | 


& the mark, for the prize of the high calling 


of Gop in Chriſt Jeſus.” Let us not 


& faint; but, though our outward man 
6s periſh,” let us pray that « the 


66 may be renewed day by day.” 5 og | 
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& our light affliction, which is but for a 
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more exceeding and eternal weight of 


« glory: while we look not at the things 
6. « which are ſeen, but at tlie things which 
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eee not ſeen; for the things which _ 


« ſeen, | are temporal, but the things which 


& are not ſeen, 
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